
 

 
 
 
 
 
4 June 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I write to highlight our overall priorities over the coming months which apply to the whole school community.  
This next half term is vital to manage change and to begin to look forward with hope.  The Principal’s Updates 
shared every Monday will focus on “Hope” this coming ½ term.  I believe there are a number of certain and sure 
things we can put our hope in and will be sharing thoughts on this each week. 
 
This communication also serves to update you on our intended timescale and plan to support Year 10 and 12 
students.  Towards the end of this letter we will provide you with a link to a short video in which I explain the 
six key priorities for the school from now until September and an overview of our intentions for Year 10 and 12. 
Please watch this video carefully. Further detailed instructions will follow, next week, to explain the procedures 
for students when they come into school for on-site support. 
 
There are six priorities that apply to the whole school: 
 

1. Learning independent from home with all students fully engaged  
2. Ensuring COVID Secure working practices by following published guidance and undertaking risk assessment  
3. Supporting all students through regular tutor contact and welfare calls home 
4. Planning for next year to ensure effective transition for each student 
5. Providing ongoing daily supervision for vulnerable students and children from key worker families 
6. Tutoring on-site for students in Year 10 and 12 
 
Let me elaborate briefly on each of the six priorities. Effective online learning is the number one priority. All 
students must now be fully engaged working diligently online from home. To provide feedback you should have 
received a weekly Engagement Report over the last few weeks.  This report provides information to parents on 
the current levels of interaction of their son and daughter in each subject. It is vital that all students increase 
their engagement with online learning. We believe that online remote learning may be in place for several 
months yet. 
 
Secondly, we are taking great care to establish a range of measures to help ensure the health and safety of 
everyone and to make our site COVID secure.  We will publish our procedures in due course, but the main 
‘control’ measure for limiting possible transmission at school is for students and teachers to be in fixed groups. 
Such a ‘bubble’ is a group of 10-15 students who will undertake all their onsite activities together with an 
assigned teacher. This measure maintains social distancing while a student or member of staff is on-site and 
therefore makes our on-site provision as safe as possible. 
 
The third priority is to consider the individual needs of each student. This include all matters relating to student 
welfare and could involve special educational needs support, disability support and emotional or mental health 
support and referral.  Our tutors give attention to this aspect of our support in two designated online tutor 
sessions each week and where required make a referral to our pastoral welfare team who will be in direct 
contact with families.  Parents, carers and student can also request general welfare support by contacting the 
school by phone or emailing the relevant Head of School, details are available on our website. 
 
  



Detailed scenario planning for next year, is underway to consider the range of possibilities we may have to 
deploy in September to manage the start of the new academic year while remaining alert and COVID secure.  
Linked to this is managing the changes need for each year to move up to the next academic year.  For example, 
Year 9 are selecting their GCSE options and Year 6 are making their transition into Year 7 at Grace College.  Each 
year group will be advised about managing the move to the next year by their tutors each week during the on-
line tutor sessions and parents will be informed of these changes by email, info on the website or video 
information sent home via email. 
 
Our provision for vulnerable students and children of key workers continues at Grace College each day.  
Parents and carers need to indicate a need to make use of this provision by completing the weekly survey sent 
home.  This way we can plan for the needs of students and ensure staffing is sufficient each week.  This day to 
day supervision is available from 8:30 to 3:30 each day. 
 
Our sixth priority focus is the plans we have to provide on-site support for Year 10 and 12 students. This is 
important as these critical exam groups need careful mentoring at this time. We hope that tutoring onsite, for 
Year 10 and 12 students, will commence from the 15th of June.  This is subject to change depending on 
approval from the Emmanuel School Foundation board of trustees and on local infection rates.  Please note 
that students will be required to attend one 2-hour session per week and can only attend during their 
timetabled session.  The sessions will be published next week. These sessions in school will be scheduled and 
organised to avoid different ‘bubbles’ coming into contact with each other.  Each Year 10 group will have a 
different day for their tutoring session and will have staggered starts and ends to the day.  This will ensure there 
is a “space and time distance” between each group.  In addition, social distancing will apply onsite and within 
each group’s classroom we have organised the seating and desks so there is approximately 2m spacing between 
computer work stations.  However, for this to work, it is essential that all students fully comply with all 
instructions.  Any student wilfully disregarding COVID secure safety measures may find themselves permanently 
excluded.  Students must follow the instructions of staff at all times. 
 
I have uploaded a video to our Youtube Channel, The Journey Ahead. Please subscribe to our YouTube channel 
and watch the video as it provides more detail regarding the school’s priorities for the next 3 months. 
 
My thanks for your support through this difficult time and once again may I remind us that “Alone we can do 
so little; together we can do so much” Helen Keller. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr M Hall 
Principal 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/JHp-YTPPS7s

