
 
            

 

 

 

 

 

9 March 2020 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 

Update on Coronavirus 
  
I am writing to provide further information and guidance with regards the coronavirus infection.  
 
Communication with parents 
The school will continue to keep parents and carers informed through the school website, text messages, our 
Twitter account and through written communications, acting on the advice of the relevant public bodies. To do this, 
it is vital that we have accurate and up-to-date contact details for all parents and parents follow our Twitter account 
@GraceCollegeESF.   
 
Communication with students  
All students have been spoken to regarding good hand hygiene (hand washing techniques) and the NHS ‘Catch It, 
Bin It, Kill It’ advice. Information is being displayed around the school to remind students of this. Hand sanitisers 
are being sourced for installation around the school, but there are nationwide shortages. Students may bring hand 
sanitiser gel into school for their own use if they wish to do so.  
 
The message of the school to students has been one of reassurance, and we trust that parents will support this 
message. As adults, we are able to recognise that some information shared on social media is inaccurate but young 
people may struggle to interpret some of these messages correctly. The BBC News website has published a helpful 
guide for parents speaking to young people about the current situation https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-
51734855. 
 
Government guidance to schools and the situation at Grace College 
The School receives daily updates from the Department for Health and Social Care, Public Health England, and the 
Department for Education. This guidance is published at the links below:  
 

• https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 

• https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-
19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 

• https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
There are no confirmed cases of coronavirus from any students or staff at Grace College. This includes all students 
and staff who visited Northern Italy during half-term. The ski trip was based in San Pellegrino – Falcade which is 
part of the Category 2 specified area of Northern Italy. Travellers from this region do not need to self-isolate or take 
any specific precautions unless they begin to show symptoms, as per the guidance at the two hyperlinks above. At 
no time did any student or member of staff visit any of the Category 1 specified areas and the trip was around 150 
km away from the nearest of these Category 1 areas.  
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If a student begins to develop the symptoms of coronavirus (fever, cough, difficulties in breathing), parents should 
use the NHS 111 service to seek medical advice. In the event of a confirmed case, the NHS and Public Health England 
will advise parents on the course of action to take, and where necessary, will contact the school to advise us on the 
actions that should be taken in school.  
 
The Department for Education has launched a helpline for young people, parents and staff to raise questions about 
the coronavirus outbreak:  
 

• Telephone: 0800 046 8687 (8am-6pm) 

• Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  
 
The School’s Senior Leadership Team is reviewing the government’s guidance daily, and will take all necessary 
action to protect the students and staff of the School, taking advice from Public Health England, the National Health 
Service, and the Departments for Health and Social Care and Education. 
 
Public Examinations (Monday 11 May – Wednesday 24 June 2020) 
Ofqual are working with the Joint Council for Qualifications and examination boards to ensure that preparations 
are in place for the management of the public examinations this summer. At this stage, all Year 11 and Year 13 
students should continue their preparations as normal for these important examinations. The school will continue 
to communicate with students and parents as and when information is received from the relevant public bodies.  
 
Trips and visits 
All trips and visits scheduled in the coming months will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis, seeking relevant advice 
where necessary.  
 
If you have any further queries regarding this situation, please contact your child’s Head of Year or email the school 
directly at enquiries@gracecollege.org.uk and your email will be forwarded to an appropriate member of staff.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr M Hall 
Principal 
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