
 
 
 

 
Principal’s Weekly Newsletter     
w/e 13th March 2020 
 

Update on Coronavirus 

Across the world we continue to work together to 
manage the difficulties relating to Covid-19.  Here in 
school we are following contingency plans we have 
in place across ESF schools.  I am in regular contact 
with the principals in our others schools and receive 
daily updates from the Department of Education.   
 

Working together and following the government 
advice is key to overcoming this infectious disease. 
 

Student continue to be reminded about washing 
their hands properly and we continue to advise 
parents to keep in touch with NHS services should 
they be concerned about their health or the health 
of their children.  This is particularly true for those 
with underlying health concerns. 
 

MOST IMPORTANTLY: We must ask that everyone 
takes note that anyone with a "new, continuous" 
cough or high temperature is now advised to self-
isolate for seven days.   
 

Please follow the latest Public Health England 
guidance for those with possible symptoms of Covid-
19. 
 

I must stress that there are no confirmed cases of 
coronavirus from any student or staff member at 
Grace College at this time.  However, if a student 
does begin to develop the symptoms of coronavirus 
(fever, cough, difficulties in breathing), parents 
should use the NHS 111 service to seek medical 
advice.  In the event of a confirmed case, the NHS 
and Public Health England will advise you on the 
course of action to take, and where necessary, will 
contact the school to advise us on the actions that 
should be taken in school. 

 

We will take decisions on an ongoing basis regarding 
all risks surrounding all educational activities 
including any residential educational visits which are 
planned over the course of the coming months.  Be 
assured that we are reviewing our risk assessment 
for all educational activities. At present, no decision 
has been made about activities planned for later in 
the year but we will continue to monitor the national 
and international situation carefully and then make 
a decision in due course.  Decisions in relation to 
non-residential events will be made on a case-by-
case basis.  
 

We recognise that we may be asked by the 
government to close the school.  In the event of 
school closure, we plan to use Office 365 and the 
associated apps to ensure that learning does not 
have to be interrupted and, in particular, that 
students in Year 11 and Year 13 can access the 
support they need to prepare as fully as possible for 
examinations.  Office 365 will also allow students to 
maintain contact with their teachers throughout the 
period of the school closure.  We shall send further 
information about this approach should this be 
necessary and communicate with you via email, our 
website and Twitter account @GraceCollegeESF 
 

If you have any further queries regarding this 
situation, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mark Hall 
Principal 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


Student Absence 
If your child is absent for any reason you must: 

• Telephone the Student Absence Line (0191 442 
2000 option 2) before 8.30am on every day of 
absence from the College. 

• provide a written explanation in their planner on 
their first day back to school after the absence.  
Absences cannot be authorised without receipt of 
a note. 

 
If you do not contact us we will contact you via text 
message/email requesting information about the 
absence. If you cannot be contacted in the above 
way, a telephone call home will be made by the 
Attendance Team. 
 

For the full Attendance Policy please click here.  
 
 

Year 10 Exam Timetable – March 2020 
Date Subject Time Length Finish 

16/03/2020 
English Literature 09:15 1hr30 10.45 

Maths Non Calc 13:40 1hr 14.40 

17/03/2020 

Science – Biology 
09:15 

1hr45 11.00 

Combined Science 1hr30 10.45 

History 13:40 1hr 14.40 

18/03/2020 
Enterprise 09:15 2hrs 11.15 

French 13:40 45min 14.25 

19/03/2020 
Science - Chemistry 09:15 1hr45 11.00 

Maths Calc 13:40 1hr 14.40 

20/03/2020 
Science - Physics 

09:15 
1hr45 11.00 

Art 3hr 12.00 

23/03/2020 

Food 

09:15 

1hr45 11.00 

DT 2hr 11.15 

PE 1hr45 11.00 

Construction 

13:40 

1hr 14.40 

ICT 1hr 14.40 

RE 1hr 14.40 

French 1hr 14.40 

24/03/2020 Geography 09:15 1hr30 10.45 

25/03/2020 Health and Social 09:15   

 

 

Year 12 Exam Timetable – March 2020 
Date Subject Time Length Finish 

16/03/2020 

English Language 

09:15 

2hr30 11.45 

Maths 1hr30 10.45 

RE 2hr 11.15 

ICT 3hr 12.15 

French 1hr45 11.00 

Travel 

13:40 

1hr30 15.10 

Sport 1hr30 15.10 

Biology 1hr30 15.10 

17/03/2020 

History 

09:15 

2hr 11.15 

ICT 2hr 11.15 

Physics 1hr30 10.45 

Geography 13:40 1hr30 15.10 

18/03/2020 

English Literature 

09:15 

2hr 11.15 

Product Design 1hr30 10.45 

French 1hr30 10.45 

Chemistry 13:40 1hr30 15.10 

19/03/2020 
History 09:15 2hr 11.15 

Geography 13:40 1hr30 15.10 

20/03/2020 
Art (With lunch) 

09:15 
5hr 15.15 

Politics 2hr 11.15 

 

 

Year 8 Football 

On Monday 9th March our Year 8 team travelled to 
Kingsmeadow to play themselves and Heworth. 
Unfortunately, we lost against Kingsmeadow 1-0   
and lost 3-0 to a very strong Heworth team. The  
boys tried hard but it wasn’t to be our night. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gracecollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Attendance-Policy-Sept-2019-Draft-8-1.pdf


Year 9 Football 

On Tuesday 10th March our Year 9 team took to the 
field against St Thomas More.  I am delighted to say 
that we were 10-0 up before half time and due to the 
excessive score line we had to abandon the game. 
The boys were very impressive, I am delighted to 
inform you we have reached the semi-finals this year 
against Kingsmeadow!  The boys are hoping this year 
to complete a league and cup double. We now go to 
Kings Academy on Friday to compete in their 
Olympic Games.  Fingers crossed! 
 

 
Year 10 Football Success  

 
Last night the Year 10s played Kingsmeadow in the 
semi-final of the cup.  It gives me great pleasure to 
announce that they have made it through to the final 
of the cup to be played at Newcastle Academy!  They 
won the game 5-3 and played some excellent 
football at times and worked for each other. 
 
 

 

Year 7 Netball  

Our Year 7 girls attended their second round of 
league games of Netball at Kingsmeadow . The girls 
did amazing beating Kingsmeadow 4-1. 
Unfortunately, we lost in the last minute against 
Emmanuel College 2-1. The girls did amazing and 
were a real credit to Grace College. 
 
 

Climate Change in Gateshead 

Everyone in Gateshead needs to act to tackle the 
threat posed by climate change. Carbon emissions 
need to be reduced to zero by 2030, it won’t be easy, 
but we can do this by working together.  
 

We want your views to help develop the Zero Carbon 
Gateshead action plan.  Please take part before 
Friday 20th March 2020. 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/climatechange 
 
 

Trips and Visits 

Monday 16th March – School Improvement Board 
Meeting. 
 

Tuesday 17th March – Why Care? NHS Careers 
Interactive Theatre performance – Year 8 students. 
 

  

http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/climatechange


ESF Olympics 
Each students from all schools in the Emmanuel 
Schools Foundation are invited to participate in full 
day’s sporting activity.  The ESF Olympics are being 
hosted by The King’s Academy.  We have a number 
of students representing Grace College in 
Middlesbrough today and look forward to a full 
match report next week… So far we have received 
the following news from our team: 

 
All teams are showing positive attitude and are 
working extremely hard towards their tournaments.   

 
 

 

The Year 7 boys are doing extremely well and are 
currently in first position for the cross country. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEXUS School transport fares 
As from Sunday 22nd March 2020 the 90p single 
fare will rise to £1. 
 

 
 

 
  



Go Active Programme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


