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Student Absence 
If your child is absent for any reason you must: 

• Telephone the Student Absence Line (0191 442 
2000 option 2) before 8.30am on every day of 
absence from the College. 

• provide a written explanation in their planner on 
their first day back to school after the absence.  
Absences cannot be authorised without receipt 
of a note. 

 
If you do not contact us we will contact you via text 
message/email requesting information about the 
absence. If you cannot be contacted in the above 
way, a telephone call home will be made by the 
Attendance Team. 
 

For the full Attendance Policy please click here.  
 
 

Year 11 Careers Visit to Gateshead 
College 
On Tuesday this week, over 30 Year 11 students took 
part in a morning visit to Gateshead College to 
investigate possible future pathways.  With next year 
in mind, 32 students visited all 3 Gateshead College 
sites to look at courses and facilities and to meet 
Gateshead College staff.  
 

One group focused on the Baltic site looking at 
Travel; Digital Technologies and Games Design; 
Hairdressing and Beauty; Care and Early Years 
courses; Art (inc. Performing Arts) and Design. The 
other group visited the Sport facilities at Gateshead 

Stadium and then went to the Team valley facilities 
to look at Engineering; Automotive Engineering and 
Construction courses. The feedback from our 
students was very positive with all finding the visit 
informative and useful. All students represented 
themselves and Grace College really well. 
 

 

Opal Coast Trip 
Despite an early 4:15am meet and quite a ‘bouncy’ 
ferry crossing the students that took part were 
simply amazing. We arrived on time at the hotel on 
the Thursday evening and from there the students 
were met by their 'Animateur' and immersed in the 
French language. 

The first day started off with 
a tasty trip to the chocolate 
factory - Chocolat Beussent 
Lachelle. Whilst there we 
were given a demonstration 
on how the different types 

of chocolate are made and we were also allowed to 
taste them!  

We then went off to La Coupole 
a gigantic concrete bunker 
located where the secret launch 
site was planned for the V1 and 
V2 rockets, Hitler’s deadly 
weapons against the British. 
This was a very interesting, yet 
sombre visit walking in the steps 
of some of the prisoners of war. 

 
 

https://www.gracecollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Attendance-Policy-Sept-2019-Draft-8-1.pdf


The next day we got up and headed off to Nausicaá 
- the biggest aquarium in Europe. This was an 
exciting visit that allowed students to see over 1,600 
species and learn about the ocean in all its wonder.  

 
The final visit was to Moulin des Marais d’Opal - the 
last active electric mill in the Boulonnais and 
Audomarois regions. Since 1936, flour has been 
produced in this tradition. Students were able to 
have a look in the factory and also enjoyed a crêpe 
demonstration and then ate them as well! 

 
Every evening the students were entertained by 
their animateur and even took part in a French food 
tasting evening which involved snails and specialist 
cheeses.  
 
 
 

 

Grace College Ski Trip 
This year’s Grace College Ski trip took place over the 
February half term. We took 73 students and 10 staff 
to Falcade in Italy.  

We have been really lucky again this year with the 
conditions over the week as the students skied on 
perfect snow under sunny blue skies. The students 
were split into beginner, intermediate and advanced 
ski groups for the week and skied for 4 hours each 
day.  

 All students improved 
their skiing technique 
especially the beginner 
groups who moved 
from easy green slopes 
to more difficult blues 
and reds. The 
advanced group 
managed to ski down 
some extremely steep 

blacks runs making it look easy.  All the students had 
a fantastic week skiing in an amazing mountain 
region. 
 
 

Plan our Future Event at Newcastle 
University 

On 12th February 2020, 8x1 and 8x2 went on a trip to 
Newcastle university. The aim of this visit was to 
show us the possibilities of our future. 
 

First of all, we learned more about people in our 
group by playing the game two truths and one lie 
which also helped us more about our student 
ambassadors. We then also had a brief introduction 



about the activities and about the day. We also saw 
our timetable for the day. 

After this, we played a version of the game of life. 
This included communication, teamwork, creativity, 
professionalism and organisation cards. There were 
a further two cards, whoops card which was used to 
take away a certain skill off your cv. The other card 
was a help wanted card, this card gave us 
opportunities but only if we had a certain skill. In 
order to win we had to get the highest salary of our 
job. 
In our personal favourite activity, we learned which 
jobs best fit our personality and we were also given 
an animal. For example, a dolphin, teddy bear or sea 
horse. In the second part of the activity we went on 
a different website which gave us all the possible 
jobs we could want along with their salary and 
information about the job. After that it gave us the 
options of the universities we could attend. 
Our student ambassadors took us on a small tour 
around the main campus. They then gave us the 
courses available at those buildings. After that we 
had to come up with a range of jobs that we could 
get qualifications for at the university. We got to see 
lecture theatres, main halls, seminar rooms and the 
area in which we could get our food. There was also 
a main reception which included a clothes shop. For 
the majority of our time there we stayed in the 
Lindisfarne room. 

By Lauren Perrin, Lauren Warn and Milly Brown. 

Climate Change in Gateshead 

Everyone in Gateshead needs to act to tackle the 
threat posed by climate change. Carbon emissions 
need to be reduced to zero by 2030, it won’t be easy, 
but we can do this by working together.  
 

We want your views to help develop the Zero Carbon 
Gateshead action plan.  Please take part before 
Friday 20th March 2020. 
www.gateshead.gov.uk/climatechange 
 
 

Restaurant – Breakfast Service 
The College restaurant is open daily, from 8am to 
8.25am, for students to purchase breakfast. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trips and Visits 

Thursday 3rd March – selected Year 10 students - visit 
to Newcastle University – ACE Day     

http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/climatechange

