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Student Absence 
If your child is absent for any reason you must: 

• Telephone the Student Absence Line (0191 442 
2000 option 2) before 8.30am on every day of 
absence from the College. 

• provide a written explanation in their planner on 
their first day back to school after the absence.  
Absences cannot be authorised without receipt 
of a note. 

 
If you do not contact us we will contact you via text 
message/email requesting information about the 
absence. If you cannot be contacted in the above 
way, a telephone call home will be made by the 
Attendance Team. 
 

For the full Attendance Policy please click here.  
 
 

Attendance Challenge  
Attendance to school is paramount in ensuring 
students can achieve, make progress and develop 
the skills and behaviours needed to contribute 
effectively to the community. Good attendance and 
punctuality also ensure that as parents and staff, we 
know where students are and that they are safe.   
 

Monday 3rd February sees the launch of a 
new ‘Valentine’ themed attendance strategy aimed 
at supporting and encouraging students to improve 
their attendance if they are classed as having 
‘Persistent Absence’. The Department for Education 

categorise this as any student whose attendance is 
below 90%.  
 

Students with attendance below 90% will be given a 
rewards card on Monday morning. They must collect 
a stamp from their tutor during afternoon 
registration which proves that they have attended 
both morning and afternoon registration for that 
day. If a student attends all five days they will 
receive a reward! The same challenge will take place 
the following week with rewards awarded on the 
afternoon of Friday 14th February.   
 

Students who achieve above 95% or higher for this 
term will be provided with a range of reward 
opportunities that take place after school in the last 
week of term before the Easter holidays. Last term 
these rewards included a Christmas themed movie 
night, 5-a-side football tournaments and a Christmas 
baking workshop. Students feedback from these 
events were exceptional and we look forward to 
providing a wider range of rewards opportunities 
with an ‘Easter’ theme at the end of this term.  
 

Please encourage your child to ensure their 
attendance is of a high standard and feel free to 
contact the attendance team should you have any 
attendance related concerns.  

 

 

School Comms 
As you may already be aware, we use School Comms 
to make online payments for school meals and 
school events.  This can be accessed via the School 
Gateway smartphone app or website.  
 

https://www.gracecollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Attendance-Policy-Sept-2019-Draft-8-1.pdf


To start you will need to register for a School 
Gateway account from www.schoolgateway.com.  
You will need to enter your email address and mobile 
number we have on record for you.  When you have 
entered your email address and mobile number, 
select the Send PIN button, a PIN number will be sent 
to your mobile phone.  You can then use this PIN 
number to log into the School Gateway and view/ 
make payments.   
 

If you’re having trouble logging in, it may be because 
the school doesn’t have your current email and 
mobile phone number on record.  Please call 
the school and we’ll update the details on our 
system. 
 
 

Performance at the Baltic 

On Monday 20th January, a number of our Year 7, 8 
and 10 students were invited to attend an event 
named ‘Inside Outside’ at the Baltic. The event was 
held by the organisation, New Writing North, who 
work to support, develop and promote creative 
writing among young people in the North East.  
 

The purpose of the event was to celebrate the work 
produced from the various projects New Writing 
North facilitate, both in and out of schools. The 
students who attended the event had worked with 
New Writing North to produce poetry in their English 
lessons which they then volunteered to perform in 
front of an audience of 150 people, including some 
parents and students from Grace College. 
 

David Fernandes, Daniel Wilson, Sean Geddes and 
Layton Smith performed their own poems, and Isla 
Schrader and Lola Scott read out several poems 
written by other students, including Hudson Tindall’s 
which was a joint winner in the poetry competition!  
A music video written by Year 8s in Miss Birtley’s 
class was also screened and got a great reception! 
 

Congratulations to the students involved who all 
showed great courage whilst on stage, showcasing 
personal and imaginative poetry. The evening was 
thoroughly enjoyable and the students were a real 
credit to Grace College. 
 
 

Proto Visit 
Year 9 Computing Students 

A group of Year 9 students visited Proto, an Emerging 
Technologies Centre, on Monday 27th January.  
Proto is a company who are based in Gateshead and 
owned by Gateshead Council.  The visit included a 
talk from Rachel Burdis about the company and how 
they are one of the leaders in emerging and 
immersive technologies in the whole country.  
Rachel explained that digital is everywhere and 
every type of career uses digital technology such as 
design, robotics, AI, gaming companies, film 
industries and manufacturers such as Nissan Motors 
UK. 
  
A speaker from the Employability Partnership 
Advisor, Daniel Lewis, gave the students a talk about 
the different career paths and jobs that are available 

http://www.schoolgateway.com/


now and over the next 5-10 years, explaining how 
their age group will be filling a void of jobs in the 
future with some not even invented yet! He 
explained the key areas for growth are AI, Cyber 
Security, Deep/Machine Learning and Virtual reality, 
Social Media Management roles, IT Consultants, 
Games Developers and more. He said there are 
many jobs that use skills in many different ways and 
IT and Computer Science are a good pathway to get 
into these types of careers.   
 

Students were given a tour of the building and were 
amazed at the technological equipment that Proto 
have and how other organisations use their services.  
These organisations can be from the film industry 
and with their technology, they can film, create 
sound, do voice over and many other areas of filming 
including motion capture.  Student were given the 
opportunity to use VR equipment and found this to 
be very exciting.  They gained the knowledge of how 
the computing industry works and how emerging 
technologies are evolving at a rapid speed. 

The students are now working in small groups 
coming up with their own ideas for projects that will 
use emerging technologies to help support people 
with mental and/or physical health with a better 
quality of life. They will then pitch their ideas to 
Proto who will select a winner from the groups.   
 
 

Trips and Visits 
Wednesday 5th February - Formula 1 in schools/ 
STEM visit to Nissan – selected Year 7 and Year 12 
students  
Friday 7th February - HE Taster Day – selected Sixth 
Form students – visit to Newcastle University  

Restaurant – Breakfast Service 
The College restaurant is open daily, from 8am to 
8.25am, for students to purchase breakfast. 

 
 

  

“At Proto, I enjoyed 
looking and learning 

about all of the 
technology there. I 

enjoyed wearing the VR.” 
headset the most”. 

 “I really enjoyed the trip to Proto as I was 
unaware of the facilities and job opportunities 

with games.” 

"The visit to Proto has 
encouraged me to look 

into other job experiences 
I would never have 

thought of.” 



Go Active Everyday Programme 
 

 
 

 

 


