
 

 

24 February 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
There is much information in the news at the moment regarding the Coronavirus which is why I am circulating the latest 
government advice to schools regarding COVID-19.  This will ensure we act in a coordinated manner. Persons who travelled over 
the half term, including those who travelled to the Opal coast in France and to Italy on our ski visit, may well be concerned if they 
become ill so it is important to be well briefed and to heed the advice and direction from the Department of Education and Public 
Health England.  
 
At this time, we have no definitive concern but should anyone experience infection they should “call NHS 111, or 999 in an 
emergency (if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk), and if appropriate, explain which country they have returned 
from in the last 14 days. People who become unwell should be advised not to go to their GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or a 
hospital.  Coronavirus infections can cause more severe symptoms in people with weakened immune systems, older people, and 
those with long-term conditions like diabetes, cancer and chronic lung disease. There is currently no evidence that children are 
more affected than other age groups in fact very few cases have been reported in children.” 
 
As a general point we should follow the principles below to help prevent the spread of respiratory viruses, these include: 

• washing hands often - with soap and water, or use alcohol sanitiser if handwashing facilities are not available. This is 
particularly important after taking public transport. 

• covering any cough or sneeze with a tissue and then throwing the tissue in a bin. (See Catch it, Bin it, Kill it) 

• people who feel unwell should stay at home and should not attend work or any education or childcare setting 

• students, students, staff and visitors should wash their hands: 

• before leaving home 

• on arrival at school 

• after using the toilet 

• after breaks and sporting activities 

• before food preparation 

• before eating any food, including snacks 

• before leaving school 

• use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available 

• avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 

• avoid close contact with people who are unwell 

• clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 

• if you are worried about your symptoms or those of a child or colleague, please call NHS 111. Do not go directly to your GP or 
other healthcare environment. 

• see further information on the Public Health England Blog and the NHS UK website. 
 
I trust that this email and the associated links will enable us all to act in a judicious manner while we continue to follow our normal 
working and learning practices. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr M Hall 
Principal 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101/resources/5016
https://publichealthmatters.blog.gov.uk/2020/01/23/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

