
WELCOME TO 

GRACE 

COLLEGE 

Emmanuel Schools Foundation 





I believe that the time spent studying 
at Key Stage 5 is the time that 
students learn to become young 
adults: confident, well-rounded 
individuals with inquiring minds and 
a lifelong love of learning. Grace 
College Sixth Form is committed to 
provide the experiences, guidance 
and education required to support 
every student to reach this outcome. 
Sixth form life provides interactions 
with teachers which are a step closer 
to the type of dynamic they will 
experience at university or college; 
in our sixth form we are proud to be 
able to provide a level of personal 
development that larger institutions 
may struggle to. I would recommend 
that students seriously consider all 
that we can offer in the Grace 
College Sixth Form.

Our commitment is to ensure that 
each student in the sixth form:

- becomes a clear thinker in their 
chosen area of study
- develops interests and skills 
through involvement in co-curricular 
activities
- seeks and accepts responsibility to 
lead and guide younger students.

   
Our teachers have an exceptionally 
good understanding of how to assist 
students to make the transition from 
Year 11 and GCSE so students are 
able to take on the challenge of A 
level or Level 3 courses of study. 
Our enrichment opportunities will 
allow students to extend themselves 
in sport, music and drama while our 
leadership programme will develop 
their ‘soft skills’ to work effectively 

with others. Combining these aspects 
together, we support and encourage 
students to be prepared to become 
part of the next generation of 
inspirational leaders.
The choices students make at Key 
Stage 5 not only indicate where their 
passions lie but also provide the first 
steps towards shaping their future 
careers. Throughout sixth form, we are 
dedicated to nurturing and supporting 
students in a community that is both 
challenging and intellectually exciting. 
We will walk with our students as 
they take the steps needed to move 
on to the world of work, college or 
university. Our team of staff are well 
placed to help students to navigate 
their way through the decisions they 
will need to take as they apply for 
apprenticeships, jobs or select the 
university courses which will suit them 
best.

Students will find their time in Grace 
College Form to be stimulating and 
challenging, as a result they will leave 
as self-confident, enthusiastic and 
positive young people. We are 
confident that Grace College students 
will be equipped to move onto the 
next phase of their life knowing that 
they have the knowledge and skills to 
succeed in carers of distinction, 
influence and service.

M F Hall 
Principal 
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IMPORTANT DATES

IMPORTANT DATES

GCSE Results:  Thursday 20 August 2020 at 10:00am
If you are unable to collect your results in person, you should inform reception if a friend or relative 
will be collecting them on your behalf; please also provide their name. Alternatively you can provide 
a stamped addressed envelope to have your results posted to you.

Registration for Sixth Form: 

Students currently in Year 11 who meet the enrolment criteria for the subjects they are wishing to 
study will have their place confirmed on Thursday 20 August. Those who need further advice and 
guidance will be offered support this on the day.

Students applying to Grace College from other schools or colleges MUST bring a copy of their 
GCSE results to the College before 12pm on Thursday 20 August.  We need to see an official copy 
of results.

Year 12 Induction Visit Durham and Newcastle University and Cultural Programme. This visit to 
take place week beginning 7 September.  All students are expected to attend our induction visit. 
(It is vital for all students to attend

Uniform: Uniform can be ordered and subsequently purchased from Sehgals’. Details are available 
on the College website

Start of College Term: Wednesday 9 September 2020 at 8:30am

If you are in Year 11 at Grace College, or thinking of trying a new school and feel excited at the 
thought of taking on the sixth form challenge, then we would love to work with you, but places are 
limited and competition strong so please look carefully at the general and specific criteria in this 
booklet, fill in an application and choose your subjects. We look forward to receiving your 
application.

We invite all applicants and their parents to an Open Evening from 6:00pm to 9:00pm on Monday 
20 January 2020. 

This booklet should be kept safely until the autumn as it will prove to be an important resource when 
starting sixth form courses.
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OVERVIEW OF YEAR 12 AND 13
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Mr P. Divers 
Head of Sixth Form

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR 
IN PROSPECTIVE SIXTH FORM 
STUDENTS?
There is competition for places on offer 
at Grace College Sixth Form, and entry is 
based upon merit.  Preference will be 
given to students who:

• Are academically capable of dealing
with the rigour of their chosen course;

• Have demonstrated in their school
career to date that they have
contributed to wider school life

The Sixth Form is a supportive environment 
in which students are challenged to achieve 
their personal best and inspired to serve 
others with their talents.  

A. General admissions criteria
• Five GCSEs at grade 5 or higher

including English and Maths

• An exemplary conduct record from
January to June in year 11

• An attendance of at least 93% in Year
10-11, or a relevant medical explanation

• A willingness to participate in the Sixth

Form Leadership Programme

• A willingness to commit to all aspects
of the Learning Agreement

B. Subject specific admissions criteria
Entry into the individual A level and BTEC 
courses is dependent upon specific entry 
requirements, as detailed by each subject.

Note that a minimum grade 6 is required 
for many subjects. 

C. External admissions
Grace College welcomes applications 
from other schools and benefits greatly 
when students join from elsewhere.

Where students apply from other schools 
the Principal will seek references from 
the previous school in relation to the 
above points.  Where Grace College 
GCSE requirements do not match the 
courses studied, the Principal will 
exercise his discretion in making the 
offer of a sixth form place.

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR IN 
PROSPECTIVE SIXTH FORM STUDENTS?
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Mr P. Divers 
Head of Sixth Form

Aspiration is fundamental to what we do; we want students to dream big 
and aspire to be the best that they can be

Our aim is to help young men and women achieve their best academically 
and to develop their character to make a positive difference to the world 
they live in as they become the leaders of the future. People of character 
are those who determine to act in such a way that benefit others.
Sixth Form will provide this kind of challenge.

Probably the best preparation for adulthood is to do hard things. We 
provide students with a wide range of academic opportunities, from 
traditional ‘facilitating’ A level subjects, to more vocational and practical 
BTEC qualifications. Every student in the Sixth Form will be included in  
serving others in a leadership role and this may be anything from being 
Head Boy or Girl, to coaching a football team or mentoring younger 
students.

We have carefully thought through the core values listed in the Mission 
Statement which underpin all we do in the College. They are based on 

the life of Jesus Christ. Staff recognise that they apply in the first place to them but similarly, as 
leaders in the student body, sixth formers take the lead in living out our core values.

We are proud of the Sixth Form here at Grace College. We aim to create an environment in which 
students can truly flourish and achieve whatever dreams they may have. Whilst academic success is at 
the heart of what we do, our extra-curricular programme both enhances and complements the skills and 
knowledge gained in the classroom.  

Intellectual Discipline
The Grace College Sixth Form involves learning how to think.  Knowing how to think, we know how to 
learn. Thinking and learning require intellectual discipline.  

Getting Started Executing Well Handling Challenges
Curiosity: a disposition to 

wonder, ponder, and ask why. A 
thirst for understanding and a 

desire to explore.
Slogan: Ask questions!

Attentiveness: a readiness 
to stay focused and on 

task. Notices and attends to 
important details.

Slogan: Look and listen!

Open-mindedness: an ability 
to think outside the box. Gives 

a fair and honest hearing to 
competing perspectives.Slogan: 

Think outside the box!

Intellectual humility: a 
willingness to own up to one’s 

intellectual limitations and 
mistakes. Unconcerned with 

intellectual status or prestige.
Slogan: Admit what you don’t 

know!

Intellectual carefulness: a 
sensitivity to the requirements 

of good thinking. Quick to 
notice and avoid intellectual 

pitfalls and mistakes.
Slogan: Avoid errors!

Intellectual courage: a 
readiness to persist in thinking 

or communicating in the 
face of fear, including fear of 

embarrassment or failure.
Slogan: Take risks!

Intellectual autonomy: a 
capacity for active, self-

directed thinking. An ability to 
think and reason for oneself.

Slogan: Think for yourself!

Intellectual thoroughness: a 
willingness to probe for deeper 

meaning and understanding. 
Unsatisfied with mere 

appearances or easy answers.
Slogan: Go deep!

Intellectual tenacity: a 
willingness to embrace 

intellectual challenge and 
struggle. Keeps one’s “eyes on 
the prize” and doesn’t give up.

Slogan: Embrace struggle!

VISION AND VALUES
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From the beginning of sixth form courses, 
whether A level or vocational, students are 
expected to work in a self-motivated and 
responsible way to produce work of the highest 
quality. 

Lessons

Students develop the skill of noting the most 
important ideas, concepts and arguments in 
a concise fashion. Further help in note-taking 
is outlined in academic diaries. Students 
should arrive punctually for every lesson and 
immediately catch up on any work that is missed 
for whatever reason.  Students should ensure 
that some time is invested at weekends revising 
the work covered that week so that mastery 
is achieved.  This also clarifies any problems of 
understanding that arise. Those students unable 
to maintain this routine are put on a supervised 
programme of directed study until they catch up.

Independent Study

The purpose of Independent Study (IS) is to 
encourage a deeper understanding of the 
subjects studied, and to develop organisation, 
responsibility and self-motivation.  The choices 
involved require students to manage their own 
learning outside of taught lessons and are good 
preparation for adult life.

The following independent study facilities are 
available for the responsible majority to use:

• The Sixth Form Centre, in which the
atmosphere is of focused, but not necessarily
silent, work. There are plenty of computers,
as well as breakout rooms for group work

• An enrichment area, available for silent study
and research, equipped with computers;

• IT open area computers;

• Specialist rooms for art and technology
students, which may be used with the
agreement of departmental staff;

Students will also have periods of directed study 
in order to focus on improving their study skills.

Students who struggle to study independently 
– who miss deadlines or submit substandard 
work – may be referred by their teacher to 
attend directed study (DS for the following 
week under direct staff supervision. Good use 
of independent study allows students to have 
a life beyond the College.  If the working day is 
used well, a routine of two hours’ study each 
evening (a little more at weekends and in the 
build up to exams) should suffice to manage a 
typical A level workload. This is why we 
recommend that students do not take on paid 
work during the week and the Learning 
Agreement requires a maximum of 10 hours 
paid work be undertaken in term time. For 
many students even this could jeopardise their 
chances of long-term success.

Tutorials

Each sixth form student has a form tutor 
who they will meet daily. They will also be 
assigned an academic tutor who will meet with 
them throughout the year.  These interviews 
enable the College to assess individual 
progress whilst also giving them the chance to 
share areas of difficulty and concern with a 
member of staff who will be looking out for 
their personal interests over the next two 
years.  The academic tutor is a key member of 
staff to assist sixth form students to make the 
transition from school to university or the 
world of work. 

ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITIES
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Periodic Testing

Each half term there is an assessment in class in each subject the results of which will be
communicated to parents. Progress in these assessments will be necessary to continue on the
course of study.

Timetable and External Assessment

• A sixth former’s week is made up of fifteen periods of teaching plus two periods of Philosophy,
Theology and Ethics (PTE) or enrichment and two periods of games.

• All courses are a two year commitment and once a course has begun it is expected that the
student will see it through to conclusion.

• All courses run in response to demand, and where there is over-subscription the Principal will
make final decisions about entry.  It is hoped that no subject will have to be withdrawn through
lack of numbers.
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Sixth formers wear a distinctive uniform designed to project a professional, business like image. Sixth 
formers are naturally a focus of inspiration to younger students, and the way in which they dress sets a 
lead; it is therefore vitally important that a high standard is set in respect of both smartness and 
modesty and that uniform exemplifies the sixth form community.

Uniform

The Grace College Uniform guide below outlines uniform requirements. 
The bullet points below provide detail regarding how the uniform is to be worn: (order form detailing 
which items are available through our suppliers will follow

• Trousers should be pulled up properly, using a plain black belt if required
• Skirts are worn to within an inch of the knee and not rolled over at the top
• Ties are to be worn waist length and pulled up to cover the top shirt button
• Knots must be slender and all shirt buttons should be covered
• Shirts must be kept fully tucked in
• Top buttons are to be fastned at all times

Shoes

All students wear plain black, sensible, polishable shoes. Unlike younger students, some sixth form stu-
dents wear shoes with minimal metal accessories which are part of the shoe design and not a fashion 
statement. Shoes with other distinctive fashion features, such as moccasins, training shoes and boots, 
are not worn as a normal part of day wear. Stilettos and sharp-heeled shoes are not worn for health 
and safety reasons, and all heels are not to be excessively high. All shoes must provide substantial foot 
support, therefore thin-soled ballet pumps are not allowed. In the summer term girls may opt to wear 
flesh-coloured tights rather than the normal black tights.

Jewellery and makeup

Girls limit their jewellery to a single ring, a single discreet gold or silver chain with a pendant (which 
must also be discreet), a discreet stud in each ear lobe and a slender gold or silver bracelet; boys, a 
single ring. Students are asked to remove any item of jewellery which is gaudy, conspicuous or 
otherwise out of line with these guidelines, and confiscation follows any repeat offence.

Girls may wear make-up, but this must be tasteful and discreet. Nail varnish is also allowed, but must 
be in natural, unobtrusive single colours.

Hair

Hairstyles – to be neat and tidy, as befits a professional, business like environment. 
Hair that extends beyond the collar must be tidy and worn in a way that it does not obscure the face.
Hair may be dyed, but this is a subtle, natural effect: hair that is noticeably different colours (e.g. bold 
highlights or streaks) or non-natural shades (ash blonde/white, colours such as mahogany/purple, jet 
black, peroxide) are not permitted.

Appropriate use of styling products can be used.
Any hair clips or adornments should be in metallic or dark colours, not ostentatious.
Beards must be kept well- groomed and free from adornment or dye.
Any hair-cut should avoid extreme styles that would be out of place in a professional environment 
(such as sculpting, lines, ‘spikes’, significant and ostentatious steps) and hair should not be shaved.
It is the decision of the Sixth Form team as to what constitutes an acceptable hairstyle.

SIXTH FORM UNIFORM
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How do I decide the best subjects for me?

An exciting thing about being a sixth former is that you study only the A level subjects you choose.  
That’s great, because few of us are good at everything!  There are five questions to ask:

1. Am I more ‘arts’ or ‘sciences’? See below on this.
2. What do I enjoy?  What would it be a pleasure for me to spend two years studying?
3. What am I good at?  What comes naturally to me? (Ask your parents, and teachers and friends

who know you!)
4. What do I want to do next?  What will open doors for the future? If you don’t yet know what you

want to do next that’s OK; choose subjects that keep your options wide open.
5. What subjects work well together?  What subjects make sense in combination?  The way the

table is organised above may help.

How many subjects should I do?

You need to finish Year 13 with three suitable, well matched level 3 qualifications. Senior staff will 
advise you about this important decision as you apply.

Most (but not all) of us are more one column than the other. But there’s nothing wrong in choosing 
two closely-related subjects and one contrasting one from the other column.

Arts and Humanities

Art (fine Art)

English Language

English Literature

French

Geography

History

Government and Politics

Religious Studies

Science and Technology

Biology

Chemistry

Further Mathematics

Mathematics

Product Design

Physics

Sport

BTEC in ICT 

BTEC in Applied Science 

BTEC in EngineeringA
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CHOOSING SUBJECTS

BTEC in Enterprise & Entrepreneurship

BTEC in Health and Social Care

BTEC in Travel and Tourism
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The primary focus of the PTE and Enrichment programme is to equip sixth form students with the 
necessary skills and habits of scholarship that will allow them to succeed in their studies and also 
provide them with information and a variety of perspectives on life beyond the Sixth Form. 

Key Objectives 

• Students will be able to understand the requirements of study at this level and be furnished with
knowledge of how to be successful

• Students will be given the opportunity to engage with a wide variety of stakeholders and
institutions that will provide high quality higher education and career guidance

• Students will absorb lectures on a wide range of contemporary issues, deepening their
understanding of the world around them

• Interested students will be able to apply to complete the Extended Project Qualification as part
of this programme.

Course Description and Organisation 

Each week students in Year 12 and 13 will receive a one hour lesson as part of this programme. 
These may take the form of lectures or workshops. These will be delivered primarily by the Sixth 
Form team, but will also include specialist input from other members of staff. Where appropriate, 
key-speakers from outside the College will also deliver sessions to students. Additionally students 
will undertake one lesson per week of follow up or complimentary work linked to these sessions.

Students will receive lectures on topics such as managing the transition from GCSE to A level, 
study skills, time management and organisation.

Furthermore there will be a comprehensive series of lectures on university, high-level 
apprenticeships and careers to spark interest and aspiration. 

Running alongside this will be a series of lectures on contemporary ethical and moral issues, 
ensuring that students have an understanding of the world in which they will be the leaders of the 
future.

PHILOSOPHY, THEOLOGY, ETHICS AND ENRICHMENT

CORE CURRICULUM
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SIXTH FORM LEADERSHIP
In becoming a sixth form student at Grace College students opt into a environment where 
character development and leadership reflecting a clear understanding of adulthood are central to 
their personal growth. Our sixth form seek to be good role models, fully aware that increased 
freedoms and privileges bring with them greater responsibilities.

Sixth form students are an example to younger students in the College and all are held to account 
as they develop a love of learning and the self-discipline to undertake independent study.

Each sixth form student is expected to commit to one or more leadership opportunities throughout 
their time and there are a wide variety of options available. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION / COMMUNITY ACTION
Students have the opportunity to select 
from a range of physical activities 
such as aerobics, badminton, weights,  
rugby, swimming and many more. The 
activities change every six weeks and 
the emphasis is on enjoyment and the 
development of new skills. Some of the 
activities offered will take place off the 
College site.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme is available to those wishing 
to participate. The Award covers 
recreation, new skills, community 
service and expeditions in the 
hills. Sessions are organised during 
lunchtime, after College and in PE time. 

It is possible to get involved in 
community service during PE time if a 
student proposes a suitable suggestion 
for the type of service they would like 
to give. This time can also be used to 
gain valuable work experience.

SPECIAL EVENTS

All lower sixth form students (Year 12) will take part in the induction visit to Durham and Newcastle 
in September.

As for the rest of College, the Christmas Carol Service and Presentation Evening are compulsory 
evening events, and attendance at Sports Day is compulsory.

There are many more outward bound, residential and overseas visit opportunities such as World 
Challenge, trips to Westminster and Auschwitz that take place throughout the year. The full 
programme of these will be published in September. 

PA
G

E 
13

JSA - sixth from studies booklet 2019-2021 DRAFT 1.indd   13 5/7/2019   11:38:46 AM



Qualification Equivalence              A Level
Assessment                                     Coursework and exams
Suggested combinations English, History
Course contact Mr J Commandeur - Jcommandeur@gracecollege.org.uk
Additional entry requirements      Grade 5 in GCSE Art

ART
Examination Board: AQA

A Level Fine Art is an exciting course which celebrates and challenges creativity, imagination, 
independence. Students choosing Fine Art as an option in Year 12 must be committed to the 
subject and enjoy the process of working as an artist. The course allows students to develop their 
artistic skills whilst specialising in areas and materials that are of interest to them.

The A level course culminates in an exhibition, which remains a focus throughout the period of 
study.

Component 1 is worth 60% and is a result of independent areas of enquiry and investigation over 
Years 12 and 13.  Component 2 is worth 40% and results in a fifteen hour exam.

The course acts as a stepping stone to an Art foundation course or a degree.  Previous A Level Art 
students have successfully continued their studies into the fields of architecture, teaching, fine art, 
film and theatre set design and props, art therapy, textile, interior and fashion design utilising the 
skills learnt from their art education.  Art A level students have also gone on to careers ranging from 
engineering, retail, medicine and engineering. 

Students select and specialise in the following choice of media; Drawing, Painting, Mixed Media, 
Sculpture, Photography, Film, Animation and Printmaking.

Students are encouraged to visit galleries and museums as well as locally established art events to 
enhance their practice and learning. 

Students are expected to work independently during this course and in addition to the five 
timetabled lessons, there is an expectation that students will develop their work independently 
and in depth.  To help students with this they are allocated their own studio space in which to work 
throughout the course during contact and non-contact time.

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
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BIOLOGY
Examination Board: OCR

Biology is an ideal choice for students with an interest in and curiosity about the diversity and 
origins of the living world around them. A Level Biology aims to develop an in-depth knowledge 
and understanding of the ways in which living organisms function and their interactions with their 
environment. Many different organisms are studied, not exclusively humans and plants. Topics that 
our students find particularly interesting are; the brain, the heart, the transmission and spread of 
disease, the kidney, the liver, animal behaviour and genetics. 

To be successful in Biology students  must have a real thirst for learning, be curious, enthusiastic, 
organised and determined; Biology is a content heavy subject and requires students to use complex 
terminology to explain and analyse key processes. 

Students  will develop practical skills that are integrated into theoretical topics and assessed through 
exam papers. Students will also learn how biological models are developed, the applications and 
implications of Biology; the benefits, risks and ethics that Biology brings and the ways in which 
society uses it to make decisions. 

During the first year of Sixth Form Biology students study 3 modules comprising of Foundations 
in Biology (cell structure and function, biological molecules and enzymes), Exchange and Transport 
(the movement of gases and other important molecules in mammals, other animals and plants) and 
Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease. Practical skills will be also taught throughout year 12 to be 
assessed within examination papers. 

During the second year of the course, the practical skills of students will be developed further 
in preparation for higher education and Students could be awarded a Practical Endorsement if a 
minimum of 12 key activities are performed correctly to collect data. Students will continue to study 
Foundations in Biology to extend the depth of their learning and also study two other modules; 
Communications, Homeostasis and Energy (how the human body remains regulated by organs 
such as the liver and kidney with help from the nervous and hormonal systems and how energy is 
released in Respiration and Photosynthesis) and Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems.

Studying Biology is the perfect entry route into a variety of careers such as medicine, veterinary 
science, ecology, zoology and biomedical science or paramedical science such as osteopathy and 
physiotherapy. Biology can lead to nursing, teaching or more vocational qualifications such as sports 
therapy and fitness training.

Qualification Equivalence           
Assessment type 
Suggested combinations  
Course Contact  
Additional entry requirements 

 A Level
Examination
Chemistry, Physics, Geography, Mathematics
Mrs Stevenson – rstevenson@gracecollege.org.uk 
Grade 6 in GCSE Biology and one other Science. Grade 
6-6 in Combined Science  Grade 6 in Maths
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Double award additional units include: 

Launch and Run an Enterprise – In this coursework unit students will work as part of a small group 
to plan, co-ordinate and manage a business or social enterprise event and evaluate the skills gained.

Survival and Growth – In this internal unit, students will explore the factors influencing the survival 
of the enterprise, including the role of technology and the implications of increasing the size of the 
workforce, considering the choices available to an enterprise wishing to expand.

Business Decision Making – In this external unit students will interpret data, and formulate 
decisions and solutions to given complex business problems. They will consider business situations/
scenarios where they are required to select and use appropriate evidence from several sources to 
support arguments made. 

ENTERPRISE & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Examination Board : Pearson

BTEC Enterprise gives students a great introduction to the world of work and is the 
perfect extension to those who have studied BTEC Level 2 Enterprise.  A 
recognised qualification for any career choice including administration, marketing, 
finance, operations, customer service and human resources, it also provides a solid 
study foundation for the following further education pathways: Accounting, 
Finance, Law, Politics, Advertising, Marketing, Media, Human Resources and any 
Business Management course.  

The core elements of both courses include: 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurs - In this coursework unit, students will gain an 
overview of the importance of both enterprise and entrepreneurs to the local and 
national economy. They will explore their creativity and mindset as they look at 
real-life enterprise and entrepreneurs, and investigate the skills required to be 
successful. 

Developing a Marketing Campaign - In this externally assessed unit students will 
gain skills relating to an understanding of how a marketing campaign is developed. 

Personal and Business Finance – In this examined unit students will study the 
purpose and importance of personnel and business finance.  Students will develop 
the skills and knowledge needed to understand, analyse and prepare financial 
information. 

Social Enterprise – In this coursework unit students will Investigate a range of 
social enterprises.  They will explore the factors that contribute to the success or 
failure of social enterprises. Finally, students will plan, participate in and review a 
short social enterprise activity.

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

BTEC Level 3
Examinations and Coursework
ICT, Maths, Health & Social Care and Travel 
Mrs Penny - Lpenny@gracecollege.org.uk 
Level 2 in Business preferred, Grade 4 in GCSE English and Maths

PA
G

E 
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Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

 A Level
Examinations/ Separate Practical Endorsement 
Physics, Biology, Maths, Geography
Mr Gates - cgates@gracecollege.org.uk 
Grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry and one other Science. 
Grade 6-6 in Combined Science
Grade 6 in Maths

Examination Board : OCR

A Level Chemistry encourages students to think 
independently and develop the skills to become a 
logical thinker. If you would like to be someone who 
can solve problems and apply knowledge to new 
situations then this is the course for you.

The study of Chemistry allows students to appreciate 
how society makes decisions about scientific issues 
and how the sciences contribute to the success of 
the economy and society. A level Chemistry develops 
a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 
understanding of how science works. The course 
allows students to develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of different areas of chemistry and how 
they relate to each other.

Chemistry is the science of materials. It is about 
gases, liquids and solids; how they interact and 
how they may be made. Students will learn about 
plastics, pesticides, drugs, fireworks, fuels and 
explosives. In Year 12 Chemistry students will study 
the fundamental concepts of Chemistry in the 
first module and then move on to look at organic 
Chemistry which forms the basis of medicinal 
chemistry and food chemistry. In Year 13 students will 
look at the mathematical concepts behind physical 
chemistry and the importance of transition metals in 
everyday life. 

Practical work is used throughout the course both to illustrate concepts and to enable the 
development of technical and investigative skills.  Students must be prepared to work hard and 
there is an emphasis on supported self-study. The course involves the use of maths; this aspect of 
the course builds on the mathematical concepts learnt at GCSE.

Chemistry is an essential qualification for a large number of careers such as: pharmacy, GP, 
physician, biochemist, forensic scientist, pharmacologist, biomedical scientist, lawyer, insurer, 
accountant, environmental scientist, nutritionist, and laboratory analyst. 

CHEMISTRY

Qualification Equivalence BTEC Level 3
Assessment Coursework and Exam
Suggested combinations Travel, ICT, Health and Social Care
Course contact Mrs Penny - lauriepenny@josephswan.org.uk
Additional entry requirements Level 2 in Business preferred, Grade 4 in GCSE English and Math

PA
G

E 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Examination Board : AQA

Studying English Language can involve exploring almost any use of words. Students will have the 
opportunity to study the ways English Language is used in a variety of forms and contexts. For 
example, students may study the use and functions of language within real conversations, in social 
media sites such as Facebook and in a variety of written texts. Students also study the exciting area 
of Language and Gender. Students explore how gender is represented in a range of written texts, 
how the English Language is gendered, and how women and men speak differently. Finally, 
students complete two pieces of independent study; a piece of original writing and a language 
investigation

This course will develop students’:  
● interest in English, through learning about its structures and functions, developments and

variations.
● ability to express oneself in speech and writing, producing texts for different audiences, purposes

and in different genres
● understanding of linguistic concepts and methods to analyse and investigate a variety of extracts

taken from everyday sources.

At A Level, students explore how language has changed over time. Students study the history of 
the English Language from its origins to modern day English. Students also study Child Language 
Acquisition, exploring how children learn and develop language. Students will culminate the course 
with a language investigation into a topic that they are interested in.

This course encourages students to take responsibility for their own learning and provides a strong 
grounding in the academic principles related to working with language data.
English is a highly regarded subject that will stand students in good stead for whatever subject they 
choose to study at higher education level or indeed for whatever career they choose to pursue. 
Universities and employers value the analytical reading skills and clarity and coherence in writing 
they can expect from students who have studied English Language at A Level.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
Examinations and coursework at A Level
History, Geography
Mr Hamilton - jhamilton@gracecollege.org.uk         
2 Grade 6s in GCSE English Language and Literature

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA

G
E 
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Examination Board : AQA

At Advanced Level in English we develop many of the skills that students have acquired at GCSE 
but in far greater depth. We hope to inspire and develop students’ interest and enjoyment of 
literature through reading a range of texts and through encouraging their individual and original 
interpretations of them.  This course provides students with an opportunity to study a subject that is 
held in high academic regard, but which may also be a personal passion or interest.

The study of English Literature at this level offers personal enrichment and a potential pathway 
to further/higher study and rewarding future careers.  Students can expect to be given strong 
individual support to achieve their maximum potential on this course, as well as active, effective 
and student-centred classroom learning.  The English Literature course will provide students with an 
introduction to the discipline of advanced literary studies and will present opportunities for reading 
widely as well as for making creative and well informed responses to each of the major literary 
genres.

Students will study a wide variety of poetry, prose and drama, sitting examinations to demonstrate 
that they understand form and language, different interpretations of texts, the way texts relate to 
one another and the contexts in which they are written and read. Students will continue to develop 
their critical and analytical skills throughout the A Level course whilst broadening their knowledge of 
prose, drama and poetry. There are examinations at the end of the A Level course with an additional 
NEA unit which introduces students to literary criticism and theoretical debates.

Students can expect to study some of the following pieces of literature:

● William Shakespeare: Othello, King Lear
● Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman
● William Shakespeare: Richard II
● Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire
● F. Scott Fitz-Gerald: The Great Gatsby
● Thomas Hardy: Tess of the D’Urbervilles
● Thomas Hardy: selected poems
● John Keats: selected poems

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
Examinations and A Level coursework NEA History, 
Geography
Mr Hamilton - jhamilton@gracecollege.org.uk
2 Grade 6s in GCSE English Language and Literature

ENGLISH LITERATURE

PA
G

E 
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ENGINEERING

Examination Board: Pearson

Entry Requirement

Course Description and Organisation

The course involves 12 units of study for the National Diploma, resulting in an award of two A levels 
or 18 units of study for the Extended Diploma, resulting in an award of three A levels.  The units 
cover a wide range of engineering disciplines such as: CNC machining, Computer Aided Design, 
electronics, fabrication, mathematics, further mathematics and electrical principles.  Where possible 
the units are taught using a reasonable amount of practical work, especially through the completion 
of a major project.  Visits to engineering companies also play an important role in the course.

Assessment Arrangements

Student progress is assessed through the completion and grading of regular assignments for each 
unit.  All units are internally assessed and externally moderated before final grades can be awarded.  
Students achieve points for each unit which can eventually lead to an award of two grades at Pass, 
Merit or Distinction for the National Diploma or three grades at Pass, Merit or Distinction for the 
National Extended Diploma. Pass grades equate to an E, Merit grades equate to a C and Distinction 
grades equate to an A.

Project/Coursework Details and Deadlines

Assignments are set continuously throughout the two years of the course for each of the units stud-
ied.  None of the units has an externally set examination but several units have internally set tests 
which are used as part of the grading criteria. 

Career opportunities

The course has a broad scope and therefore it prepares students for work in a variety of engineering 
companies with a wide scope of career choice. Students who perform well and achieve high grades 
are well placed to apply for university courses in a wide range of engineering disciplines.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

BTEC Extended Diploma
Coursework and Exams
Product Design, Mathematics 
Mr P Lumsdon– Plumsdon@gracecollege.org.uk
GCSE Grade 4 in English and Maths

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA

G
E 
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FRENCH
Examination Board : AQA

Over the two year course students will find out about 
a wide variety of aspects of modern society in French-
speaking countries, including:

· The changing state of the family
· Cyber society
· Charities and voluntary work
· The diversity of modern society
· Crime and punishment
· Political life

Students will also learn about the culture of francophone 
countries in terms of music, film, architecture, food, 
famous monuments and natural heritage sites. Students 
will study one film and one book in depth and be asked 
to do an extended research project on a topic of your 
choice.

Assessment:
There are two written papers which involve listening, 
reading, translation and summarising tasks and essay 
writing. There is also an oral exam. These are all taken at 
the end of the course.

Where it leads:
A language A level qualification is very well respected 
by all universities and is a prerequisite for many courses. 
More than 200 million people can speak French across 
the world and being able to communicate in more 
than one language is a highly valuable skill in today’s 
competitive, global employment market. In addition, 
French is ranked in the top three languages looked 
for by businesses in Britain and the EU. Employers 
want candidates with analytical minds, logical thought 
processes, good memory skills, cultural awareness and 
well-developed communication and presentation skills: 
all of which are developed through the study of languages.

At University, languages can be combined with a whole variety of other subjects, such as 
economics, maths, business, international relations and history and many others, This provides 
the opportunity to work in a range of different fields such as engineering, business, leisure and 
tourism, politics, banking, journalism and international law.

Qualification Equivalence 
Exam Board  
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
AQA
Exam 
English, Geography, History
Mrs Dunn - hdunn@gracecollege.org.uk
Level 6 in French

PA
G

E 
21
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Examination Board : Pearson

A Level Further Mathematics is designed to broaden and deepen the mathematical knowledge and 
skills developed when studying A Level Mathematics. It may be studied alongside or after taking A 
Level Mathematics and provides a stimulating experience for those who enjoy the subject.

It is a challenging qualification, which both extends and deepens knowledge and understanding 
beyond A Level Mathematics. For someone who enjoys mathematics, it provides a challenge and a 
chance to explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical concepts. As well as learning new 
areas of pure mathematics students will study further applications of mathematics in mechanics, 
statistics and decision mathematics.

Students who take Further Mathematics find that the additional time spent studying mathematics 
boosts their marks in single A Level Mathematics.  Any student capable of studying maths should 
consider further mathematics. Studying Further Mathematics consolidates and reinforces their 
standard A Level Mathematics work, helping students to achieve their best possible grades.  It makes 
the transition from Sixth Form to University courses, which are mathematically rich, that much 
easier as more of the first year course content will be familiar.

If students are planning to take a degree such as Engineering, Sciences, Computing, Finance/
Economics, or perhaps Mathematics itself, students will benefit enormously from taking Further 
Mathematics, at least to AS Level.  AS Further Mathematics introduces new topics such as matrices 
and complex numbers that are vital in many degrees. 

Further Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded and are warmly welcomed by universities. 
Students who take Further Mathematics are really demonstrating a strong commitment to their 
studies, as well as learning mathematics that is very useful for any mathematically rich degree. Some 
prestigious university courses require students to have a Further Mathematics qualification and 
others may adjust their grade requirements more favourably to students with Further Mathematics. 

Qualification Equivalence 
Exam Board   
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
Pearson
Examinations
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Geography
Mrs Moore - jmoore@gracecollege.org.uk
Grade 7+ in GCSE Mathematics, must study A Level 
Mathematics

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA

G
E 
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GEOGRAPHY
Examination Board : Pearson

‘Geographers are often at the front line of the world’s war zones and disaster areas and enabling people 
to update their views of the earth and its inhabitants.’
Secretary General of the United Nations

Interested? If not, how does this sound?

Geography graduates are highly employable!’  Times Educational Supplement

Rather than waiting for the world to change, Students can use their skills as global citizens to go out 
and change it.

A Level Geography is split into the physical and human elements of the course.  Within the physical 
geography section students will investigate why tectonic processes and hazards vary in impact around 
the globe.  Students will also look into the changing landscapes of coastal areas. The unit of study then 
moves onto two of the most pressing global issues at this time; the water cycle and water security, and 
the carbon cycle and energy security. 

As part of the human geography section students will investigate the changing patterns of world trade 
and industry as part of globalisation. Students then move onto looking at regenerating places and why 
so much money and investment is going into our cities. The course then moves onto looking at the 
world’s current superpowers and who the new emerging superpowers are going to be.  Migration and 
sovereignty are huge issues both within the UK and in other countries around the world and this is 
investigated within the final unit of the module.

Assessment in A Level Geography comes in the form of 3 exams and an independent investigation.  
The first two exams assess their knowledge of the content found in the human and physical sections 
of the course.  Each of these exams accounts for 30% of the final grade.  The third exam contains the 
synoptic element which looks at the big issues which link all aspects of the course together and is 
worth 20% of the final grade.  The independent investigation is an investigation carried out on a topic 
of your choosing and accounts for 20% of the final grade. 

Studying Geography at A Level will give students all of the skills that top universities and employers 
desire. 

‘Of all the subjects, it is Geography that best draws together the techniques of research, planning, 
communications and presentations that employers demand today.’
Director of Transport Research.

Select a subject which will enhance and broaden your future possibilities rather than limit them –choose 
Geography.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment                                       
Suggested combinations 
Course contact
Additional entry requirements

A Level
3 Exams and Independent Investigation
History, Maths, Physics, Biology, English, politics
Mr Herbertson - pherbertson@gracecollege.org.uk 
Grade 5 in GCSE Geography and Grade 5’s in English 
Language and Maths

PA
G

E 
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
Examination Board : Pearson

The number and variety of careers in the health and social care sectors have increased greatly and will 
continue to do so.  There is a growing demand for qualified people to work in the health and social care 
services.  The Health and Social Care course is assessed with two coursework units and two externally 
assessed units.  The core elements of the course includes:

• Human Lifespan Development:  This unit will develop students knowledge and understanding of
patterns of human growth and development.  Students will explore the key aspects of growth and
development, and the experience of health and wellbeing. This unit is assessed through a 90-minute
external examination.

• Working in Health and Social Care: This unit will help students to understand what it is like to
work in the health and social care sector. Students will be looking at the range of roles and general
responsibilities of people who work in health and social care settings.  They will learn about
organisations that provide services in this sector, and the different settings in which these services
are delivered according to the needs of the service user.  Students will learn about the ways these
services are provided and about the barriers that can prevent people from getting the services they
need. This unit is assessed through a 90-minute external examination.

• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs: In this coursework unit students will learn about the
values and principles of meeting care and support needs and look at some of the ethical issues that
arise when personalising  care.  Students  will examine factors that can impact on the professionals
who provide care and support, and the challenges that must be overcome to allow access to
good quality care and health services.

They will also get the opportunity to choose one more unit which will give you a broad insight into 
Health and Social Care.  All students will also have the opportunity to go on work experience in a 
Health and Social setting.

Potential Health and Social Care careers are extensive and include:

• Nurse
• Social Worker
• Paramedic
• Nursery Teacher
• Physiotherapy
• Midwife
• Care Assistant
• Dental Hygienist
• Carer
• Speech Therapist
• Nursery Nurse

Qualification Equivalence
Assessment                                       
Suggested combinations
Course contact
Additional entry requirements         

BTEC Level 3
Examinations and coursework
Science, Maths, Enterprise & Entrepreneurship, ICT
Mrs Penny – lpenny@gracecollege.org.uk
Grade 4 in GCSE English, Level 2 Health & Social Care 
preferred

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA

G
E 
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HISTORY 
Examination Board : AQA

Do you like to argue? Do you have a mind of your own? Are you the kind of person who asks lots of 
questions and does not just accept everything you are told? if the answer is yes then A Level 
History will be perfect for you.

Students will study two different topics.  The Russian Revolution of 1917 and the impact that the 
leaders of the revolution, Lenin and Stalin, had on the country for 40 years after it.  During the 
period called ‘The Great Terror’ in the 1930s Stalin deliberately starved millions of people to death, 
why?  He also forced members of his secret police to kill others members of his secret police, why? 
Joseph Stalin was certainly responsible for the deaths of more people than Adolf Hitler yet why were 
the British and Americans so keen to ally with him?

Students will also find out how one of the most famous Royal families in English history took the 
throne and kept it for more than a century despite the fact that twelve other people had better 
claims to that throne in 1485.

They will find out why Henry VIII married six times;  will decide whether Mary I deserved her terrible 
reputation and her ‘Bloody Mary’ nickname; and will also decide whether the Elizabethan period was 
really ‘A Golden Age’.

Assessment is in the form of two written examinations and one piece of coursework, which is an 
independent study of a specific aspect of German history.  The is similar to a dissertation and will be 
good preparation for university.  At the end of Year 13 students complete one exam in each of the 
two and coursework is completed after both years of study. Each exam at the end of the two year 
course is worth 40% of overall marks and the coursework is worth 20%.

Interested in a career in Media, Journalism, the Police, Law, and Teaching? The study of History at 
this level will help you to think for yourself and work independently – important skills that will allow 
you to do anything you want to.

Qualification Equivalence              
Assessment                                     
Suggested combinations
Course contact

A Level
Exams and coursework
English
Mr Givens – kgivens@gracecollege.org.uk

Additional entry requirements       Grade 5 in History and Grade 5 in English

PA
G

E 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Examination Board : Pearson

The nature of IT and its use within the home and business is continually evolving, with new 
hardware, software and technologies emerging all the time.  Employers are looking for people with 
an up to date knowledge of this technology and how it can be applied to the workplace.  Studying 
this course will prepare students for the modern-day work environment and keep them one step 
ahead of the competition.

This BTEC qualification is a new course and has been devised to deliver the necessary skills 
that employers are looking for.  The course has a vocational structure where the emphasis is on 
independent research and the completion of set tasks based around a given scenario.  The course 
covers a range of topics, broken down into units of study.  Assignments are given for each unit 
which must be completed by set deadlines.  The units are:

Unit 1 – Information Technology Systems (Studied in Year 13)
Students will study the role of computer systems and the implications of their use in personal and 
professional situations.  This unit is externally assess through a two hour exam.  The areas of study 
within this unit include:

• Digital devices and IT systems
• Transmitting data
• Operating online
• Protecting data and information
• Impact of IT systems
• Issues and implications resulting from the use of IT systems

Unit 2 – Creating Systems to Manage Information (Studied in Year 12)
Students  study the design, creation and testing evaluation of a relational database system to 
manage information.  This unit is an externally assessed project which is completed to a set 
deadline.

Unit 3 – Using Social Media in Business (Studied in Year 12)
Students  explore how business use social media to promote their products and services.  Learners 
also implement social medial activities in a business to meet requirements.

Unit 6 – Website Development (Studied in Year 13)
Students  investigate website development principles and design and develop a website using 
scripting languages.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment
Suggested combinations

Course contact
Additional entry requirements        

BTEC Level 3
Exam unit and Controlled Assessment 
Enterprise & Entrepreneurship, Health and Social 
Care, Science
Mr Strachan - astrachan@gracecollege.org.uk 
Level 2 ICT and grade 4 in GCSE Maths or English

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA

G
E 
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MATHEMATICS
Examination Board : Pearson

Mathematics is a creative discipline. From measuring the dimensions of a pyramid in Ancient Egypt, 
to theoretically calculating the correct angle for optimising the flight of a projectile, mathematics is 
involved.

Mathematics also includes problems to be solved for their own sake: Pentominoes, Towers of Hanoi, 
Cryptogram, these can all be modelled and solved mathematically.

“Go down deep enough into anything and you will find mathematics.” Dean Schlicter

This is a saying that applies the more one studies the topic. With deeper and deeper study into the 
topic, it will unfold with the mind – a glance at a shadow, a plant, anything will suddenly present 
itself to you as a mathematical expression. The classic example is the series of numbers: 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 
8… a remarkable pattern of numbers that can be modelled onto most naturally occurring things.  

Students who attain a good grounding in A-Level Maths will have disciplined their thinking to be 
rational, problem solving and practical. However, they will also be able to connect up many different 
fields of life by understanding their foundation in Mathematics – the different options of the course 
allow diversions into mechanics (useful for physics or practical subjects) or statistics (useful for any 
course requiring an understanding of data and analysis).

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations

Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
Examinations
Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Enterprise 
& Entrepreneurship
Mrs Moore - jmoore@gracecollege.org.uk 
GCSE in Maths Grade 7+

PA
G

E 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
Examination Board : Pearson

Should 16-year-olds be allowed to vote? Was Brexit a good idea? Is Donald Trump an effective 
president? These are just some of the many exciting topics which you will be able to debate within 
Government and Politics lessons.

At year 12 students will focus on Government and Politics of the UK and Political ideologies. In Year 
13 students will study Global Politics.

Other options have also been introduced, including political issues and ideologies in action.
This course would compliment students who wish study History and English. It may also appeal to 
students who wish to study Government and Politics History at a higher level.

A-level Government and Politics enables students to develop their critical thinking skills and
enhance their ability to interpret, evaluate and comment on the nature of politics. These skills are
highly prized by universities and employers. It is ideal if students are considering studying politics,
sociology, ethics, advertising or journalism at University.

Politics has applications in a wide range of careers, as it promotes critical thinking, rationality, 
problem solving and independent study. It is highly regarded by employers in industries including 
politics, global organisations, the media, government and the civil service.

Studying Government and Politics will equip you with a new way of thinking that will help you in all 
of your studies, and will develop a range of transferable skills which can be applied far beyond the 
study of Politics and into a range of academic and career areas.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment
Suggested combinations
Course Contact
Additional entry requirements         

A-Level
Exam
English, Geography and History
Mr Divers - pdivers@gracecollege.org.uk
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language or Literature and
Maths

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA

G
E 
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PHYSICS
Examination Board OCR

Do you love Science? Are you interested in how the world works? Do you want a wide range of 
transferable skills? Then this A-Level in Physics is ideal for you. Our ethos is to teach students the 
concepts of physics through practical activities (wherever possible) so students can see how science 
is applied to real life scenarios. This course will develop students physics knowledge, planning, 
instrumentation and analytical skills – skills which are in demand by employers and universities. 

“A world without Physics is a world without answers.” Physics is both challenging and exciting and 
at Grace College we aim to provide our students with the best experience possible to allow them to 
be immersed into the wonderful world of Physics at advanced level.

Students will not only develop their scientific skills but also develop life skills that will help in thier 
chosen career. Students could choose to seek employment in engineering, medicine, forensics, 
sports science, geophysics, aeronautics, nanotechnology, research or teaching.

In year 12 students will build upon the work covered at KS4.  Students will learn how to 
mathematically model the motion of objects, electrical circuits, the properties of different materials, 
use the wave model to describe different types of waves and explore the quantum world.

Students in year 13 delve deeper into the world of Physics and gain an in depth understanding of 
medical physics, cosmology, nuclear physics, and take an in depth look at Newtonian Physics.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
Exam and practical assessment
Chemistry, Biology and Mathematics
Miss Irving - nirving@gracecollege.org.uk 
Grade 6 in GCSE Physics and another Science. 
Grade 6-6 in Combined Science
Grade 6 in Maths

PA
G

E 
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PRODUCT DESIGN

Examination Board AQA

Product Design and Technology is one of the fastest 
growing industries in the world. Think of all the new 
products that come out every year, such as smart 
phones, faster computers, thinner high definition 
televisions and much more. Products always need 
updating and changing to reflect people’s needs.

“We’re changing the world with technology.” Bill Gates

How have the different products that you use changed 
over the last 10 years? These changes could be to 
improve the function of the product and how it works. 
They may change products just to improve their 
appearance. Many people are involved in designing 
and making these products, from electronic engineers 
to product designers who look at the shape and style 
of a product.

While studying A-Level Product Design, students 
will learn more about materials, components and 
the applications of these. Students will create new 
products in several designs and make projects and will 
carry out some problem solving task to come up with 
ideas that will help improve others’ lives. In year 13 the 
students will produce a design and make task (50%) 
and two exams based on Technical principles (30%) 
and Designing and making principles (20%).

The World of Product Design

Students who attain a good grounding in A Level 
Product Design will have disciplined their thinking to 
be creative, rational, problem solving and practical. 
A-Level Product Design can lead into a lot of varied
careers, such as product design, graphic design,
engineering, industrial design, automotive design,
model making, ergonomics, innovation, manufacturing,
furniture design and cabinet making as well as other
fields of work.

Qualification Equivalence    
Assessment                                   
Suggested combinations
Course contact
Additional entry requirements       

 A Level
Coursework and exams
Maths, Physics, Art and Enterprise & Entrepreneurship
Mr Lumsdon - plumsdon@gracecollege.org.uk
Grade C in Design & Technology

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA
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Qualification Equivalence   A Level
Assessment                                   Coursework and exams
Suggested combinations                  Maths, Physics, Art and Business
Course contact                                 Mr Lumsdon - paullumsdon@josephswan.org.uk
Additional entry requirements       Grade C in Design & Technology

APPLIED SCIENCE
Examination Board: AQA

This very popular course is designed to enable students to understand and appreciate the impact 
that science has on our everyday lives.  There is a high level of practical work involved so the 
students become very skilful in carrying out practical techniques and safely following standard 
procedures.  

Students have the opportunity to research and visit a variety of local organisations where science 
is used in the workplace. Currently the College has made links with Northumbrian Water, 
Cameron’s Brewery and Parker-Hannafin engineering. Students have the opportunity to see 
science first hand in the work place and experience the variety of career opportunities that a 
science qualification could lead to.

The students carry out research on energy use and the generation of electricity. This gives them 
a greater insight into the issues associated with carbon emissions and global warming which are 
of great concern to everyone. The students will also learn how to synthesise Aspirin, carry out 
colorimetry and use titrations to analyse food label claims. 

This course will prepare students for a range of courses including a degree in Applied Science.  In 
year 12 students complete a range of practical and theoretical work to gain a level 3 certificate in 
Applied Science. Students continue into year 13 to gain a level 3 extended certificate in Applied 
Science. The knowledge and skills gained can lead to a variety of careers including: Healthcare, 
teaching, laboratory technician, forensic science, dental technician, pharmaceuticals, agriculture, 
environmental work and the health and beauty industries.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment   
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

Level 3 Extended Certificate
Coursework portfolio and exam
Health and Social Care, ICT, Geography, English 
Ms Turner - cturner@gracecollege.org.uk  
Grade 5 in Science subjects
Grade 5 in Maths PA
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OPTIONAL CURRICULUM

Examination Board: EDEXCEL

Entry Requirement
Students should achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE.

Assessment Arrangements

Advanced GCE in religious studies consists of three externally-examined papers. Students are 
required to choose three papers from a choice of four. Students must complete all assessment in 
May/June in any single year.

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion (Written examination: 2 hours; 33.33% of the qualification; 80 
marks)Content overview: philosophical issues and questions; the nature and influence of religious 
experience;problems of evil and suffering; philosophical language; works of scholars; influences of 
developments in
religious belief.

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics (Written examination: 2 hours; 33.33% of the qualification; 80 marks)
Content overview: significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics; a study of three 
ethical theories; application of ethical theories to issues of importance; ethical language; 
deontology, virtue ethics and the works of scholars; medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues.

Paper 3: New Testament Studies (Written examination: 2 hours; 33.33% of the qualification; 80 
marks)Content overview: social, historical and religious context of the New Testament; texts and 
interpretation of the Person of Jesus; interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and 
authorship; ways of interpreting the scripture; texts and interpretation: the Kingdom of God, 
conflict, the death and resurrection of Jesus; scientific and historical-critical challenges, ethical 
living and the works of scholars. 

Assessment overview

An externally-assessed written examination comprising three sections. Students answer all 
questions in Section A and Section B, and choose one question in Section C.

Section A: Three short, structured questions.
Section B: Two extended-response questions an excerpt, sourced from the extracts list
Section C: A choice of two extended essay questions

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Additional entry 
requirements 

A Level
Examination
English, Politics and History
 Grade 6 in Religious Studies 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
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SPORT
Examination Board: Pearson

Are you interested in sport? Do you represent an College team or play for a club outside of the 
College?  If the answer is yes then BTEC Sport is the Course for you.  The Sports and Leisure 
industry is one of the most dynamic and exciting in the world today.  It has seen a tremendous 
growth in terms of job opportunities in coaching, personal training, teaching and further education.

A BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in Sport is a practical, work related course, where students will 
experience a variety of units that give them an insight into the world of sport, fitness and leisure.  
Students  learn by completing practical assessments and writing assignments that are based on realistic 
workplace situations, activities and demands.  There is also an external exam to assess understanding 
of Physiology and Anatomy.

In Year 12 students will study units 1 and 3.  In Year 13 students will study units 2 and 4.

Unit 1 is Anatomy and Physiology and covers aspects of the human body and the changes that occur 
when taking part in physical activity.  This unit is assessed by an exam.

Unit 2 is Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing.  In this unit students learn 
how to test for a variety of fitness and lifestyle components and produce an action plan to improve 
lifestyle and fitness. This unit is assessed by an externally moderated piece of coursework.

Unit 3 is Professional Developments in the Sports Industry which prepares students for a career in the 
sport and leisure industry. This unit is internally assessed via coursework assignments.

Unit 4 is Sports Leadership where students develop and plan coaching sessions to improve their 
leadership skills.  This unit is internally assessed via coursework assignments.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

BTEC Level 3
Examination and practical assessment
Biology, History, Psychology
Mr Gray – sgray@gracecollege.org.uk
Merit Grade in BTEC Sport and a Grade 6 in Science
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TRAVEL AND TOURISM
Examination Board : Pearson

Travel and Tourism is one of the fastest growing industries in the world.  Each year around 922 million 
tourists travel around the world spending nearly £600 billion.  The UK alone earns £24 billion per year 
from foreign tourists. We spend £45 billion on tourism. One in every eight people is employed in the 
tourism industry. If students are interested in a career in this multi-billion pound industry, a Level 3 
qualification in Travel and Tourism is a great starting point.

The units that students  will study include:

Global Destinations

In this unit students will investigate the location and features of global destinations and explain the 
features that give appeal to global destinations and support different types of tourism. Students will 
evaluate how travel plans/routes/itineraries meet customer needs. Students will investigate consumer 
trends and the reasons the popularity of global destinations may change.

Marketing in Travel and Tourism

In this unit students will develop a marketing plan through examining the specific aims and objectives 
of the marketing function and researching the needs and expectations of different customer types.
Students will use market intelligence to make recommendations about the type of marketing activities 
that a travel and tourism organisation or global destination should carry out. They will learn about 
the importance of meeting customer expectations and communicating with customers effectively. 
Students will investigate the different stages that an organisation or global destination goes through 
when developing their products or services.

Visitor Attractions

In this unit, students will investigate visitor attractions and the different ways they are funded. Students 
will explore what is meant by the visitor experience and how visitor attractions develop, diversify and 
use technology in order to meet the needs of their different types of visitors.

Qualification Equivalence 
Assessment  
Suggested combinations 
Course contact 
Additional entry requirements 

A Level
Coursework and Exams
Enterprise & Entrepreneurship Health and Social Care, ICT
Mrs Penny – lpenny@gracecollege.org.uk
GCSE Grade 4 in English and Level 2 in Travel and tourism

OPTIONAL CURRICULUM
PA
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WORK PLACEMENTS
Work experience is desirable for some students contemplating certain careers. These placements 
are organised to a large extent by students themselves with appropriate assistance from the College.

The aim of the work placement is focused either towards the student’s course of study or towards 
their career aspirations. In some cases students may be asked to complete a specific assignment 
relating to their subject area during this placement.

OUTSIDE STUDY VISITS
Various study visits are organised throughout the course during the College day particularly in 
applied subjects. On occasions these are organised by students and enable them to pursue their 
studies in business, scientific and engineering settings. Rather than operating a ‘Letter to Parents’ 
system about every visit, students hold a permission file which logs all visits alongside parental 
signatures.

Additional visits to lectures, exhibitions, galleries, museums and theatres (see subject pages) are 
organised on a departmental basis and costs are applied as necessary.

COURSEWORK MARKING

It is important to note that when coursework is marked by a member of staff the grades remain 
provisional until confirmed by the examination board. If a student has any query about a mark their 
teacher has allocated to their coursework, they should ask their teacher to explain how the grading 
has been arrived at. Any further query should be directed in the first instance to the Academic 
Office. Where a student, after speaking to the Academic Office staff, continues to believe the mark 
allocated to their coursework does not fairly reflect the quality of their work, they should request a 
review in writing to the Principal. This should be done within three weeks of receiving notification of 
the grade, unless there are exceptional circumstances. The Principal will convene a meeting for the 
student and their parent(s) to present their case. The member of staff who has marked their work 
will be present at the meeting. 

At the end of this meeting the Principal’s decision will be final and a written record will be made of 
the decision, and reasons for it, within a follow-up letter to the student’s parent(s).
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Student Testimony - Lucy Smith Year 13

The transition into sixth form is a stressful time for many, however, being at Grace College there is 
such a large support network helping to ease every student into Sixth Form life and helping them 
to cope with any problems they may encompass during Sixth Form. 

In my experience of year 12  I have felt challenged in each and every subject which has already 
helped to build me into a stronger and more confident individual. As well as learning, choosing 
your next steps is a very crucial part of sixth form and at Grace College, students are offered so 
many opportunities to help them make the important decision on whether to progress onto higher 
education, an apprenticeship or into the world of work. 

Therefore if you are entering sixth form unclear about what you’d like to do next there is a whole 
network of people to help you make that decision.

Student Testimony - Kyle Davison Year 13

The Sixth Form has been a very different and positive experience for me, I feel that the 
teaching staff really know my strong and weak points and are able to adapt and focus my 
learning.

We have an open door policy and everyone feels well supported. The teaching staff have 
expert knowledge in their subjects which has really helped me thrive. I have found Sixth Form 
to have a different social environment and have made a lots of new friends.

I was able to take all the subjects that I wanted and I feel the staff went that extra mile to 
support me. I feel ready to step into University life and have gained a lot more independence 
because of Sixth Form. I feel it was definitely the right decision for me.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO 
CANDIDATES

GCE, GCSE and BTEC
EXAMINATIONS: 
COURSEWORK AND PORTFOLIOS

These pages tell you about some things that 
you must, and must not, do when you are 
completing coursework.

Before you submit any coursework for 
marking, you will be asked to sign an 
authentication statement confirming that you 
have read and followed these regulations.

If there is anything that you do not understand, 
you must ask your teacher or lecturer.

Coursework provides you with an opportunity 
to do some independent research into a topic. 
The research you do will involve looking for 
information in published sources such as 
textbooks, encyclopaedias, journals, TV, radio, 
and the World Wide Web.

Using information from published sources 
(including the internet) as the basis for your 
coursework is a great way to demonstrate your 
knowledge and understanding of a subject, but 
you must take care how you use this material 
- you cannot copy it and claim it as your own
work.

The regulations state that:
The work which you submit for 
assessment must be your own. 

You must not copy from 
someone else or allow another 

candidate to copy from you

If you use the same wording as a published 
source, you must place quotation marks 
around the passage and state where it came 
from. This is called referencing. You must 
make sure that you give detailed references 
for everything in your work which is not in 
your own words. A reference should show the 

name of the author, the year of publication 
and the page number: For example: Phillips, 
D.C. (2004) Perspectives on Learning, Teachers 
College Press, p.164

For material taken from the internet, your 
reference must show the precise web page 
and the date on which it was accessed, not 
just the search engine used to locate it. This 
can be copied from the address line. For 
example:http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/16/
sosteacher/history/49766.shtml, accessed on 
14 Jan 2009.

You must also include a bibliography at the 
end of your work, which lists the full details of 
publications you have used to research your 
project. For example:Morrison, A. (2000) Mary, 
Queen of Scots, London: Weston Press.

If you copy the words or ideas of 
others and don’t show your sources 

in references and a bibliography, 
you will be committing plagiarism —

and that’s cheating.

COURSEWORK RULES
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Preparing your coursework — good practice

If you receive help and guidance from 
someone other than your teacher, tell your 
teacher who will record the nature of the 
assistance given to you.

If you worked as part of a group on a project, 
for example, undertaking field research, you 
must each write up your own account of 
the project. Even if the data you have is the 
same, the description of how that data was 
obtained and the conclusions you draw from 
it should be in your own words.

You must meet the deadlines that your 
teacher gives you for submitting drafts and 
final pieces of work. Your teachers are there 
to guide and assist you — showing them your 
work as it progresses will allow you and your 
teacher time to sort out any problems before 
it is too late.

Take care of your work and keep it safe. 
Don’t leave it lying around where your 
classmates can find it. If it is stored on the 
computer network, keep your password 
secure. Collect all copies from the printer 
and destroy those you don’t need.

Don’t be tempted to use essays from online 
essay banks — you will be running the risk of 
being caught out. Electronic tools can detect 
this sort of copying.

More about plagiarism

Plagiarism involves taking someone else’s 
words, thoughts or ideas and trying to pass 
them off as your own. It is a form of cheating 
which is taken very seriously. 

Don’t think you won’t be caught. There are 
many ways to detect plagiarism:

• Markers can spot changes in the style of
writing and use of language.

• Markers are highly experienced subject
specialists who are very familiar with
work on the topic concerned — they may
have read the source you are using (or
even marked the essay you have copied
from!)

• Internet search engines and specialised
computer software can be used to match
phrases or pieces of text with original
sources and to detect changes in the
grammar and style of writing or
punctuation.

Penalties for breaking the regulations

If your work is submitted and it is discovered 
that you have broken the regulations, one of the 
following penalties will be applied:

• the piece of work will be awarded zero
marks;

• you will be disqualified from that unit
for that exam session;

• you will be disqualified from the
whole subject for that exam session;

• you will be disqualified and barred
from entering again for a period of time.

Your awarding body will decide which penalty is 
appropriate.

REMEMBER
IT’S YOUR AWARD SO IT NEEDS TO 

BE YOUR OWN WORK.

COURSEWORK RULES
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