
 

 

 

 

Principal’s Weekly Newsletter     

w/e 19th December 2019 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I write as the school is just 
about to start P6 which will 
mean all tutor groups will 
be competing in houses to 
win the Christmas Cracker 
quiz.  This will be an Inter-
House challenge which 
includes everyone as 

students try to guess the music round, name the 
Christmas film, recognise the inside of different chocolate 
bars, identify the company logo, figure out the staff faces 
in the photo-fit round and produce an origami Christmas 
bauble! 
 
It has been a long term of 15 weeks yet students have 
risen to the challenge of becoming deeply engaged 
learners who are really well organised and approach 
every lesson with a determined attitude.  We recognised 
how students have embraced this in our Carol Service 
assemblies this week by handing out certificates for  
100% attendance, excellence in Responsibility for 
Learning and staff also nominated students to receive 
certificates of commendation for how they exemplified 
our Core Values of Compassion, Humility, Courage and 
Determination.  Students in receipt of these certificates 
of commendation can be rightly proud of what they have 
achieved.  During our Carol Service students in the music 
department not only played the carols we sung but also 
performed a number of instrumental pieces as well as 
songs such as Walking in a Winter Wonderland!  My 
thanks to Mr Rich Grant, minister of St George’s, 
Gateshead, for speaking to us about this season, a season 
of Great Joy.  His words were a huge encouragement to 
us as we recognise just how much we are loved and the 
extent to which this love is inclusive of all people! 
 

When we return on Monday 6th January we will be 
welcoming guest speakers into school to talk to different 
year groups in turn in the Assembly Hall.  Our speakers 
will be Margaret and Barry Mizen MBEs, the parents of 
Jimmy who was 16 when he was killed in London in 
2008.  Margaret and Barry are visiting the North East and 
we have the privilege of hearing about how they have 
been motivated to reach out through their painful loss. 
Since the murder of their son they have worked to 
promote a message of compassion rather than revenge in 
the face of violence. They will be speaking to the Upper 
School and the Sixth Form throughout the afternoon as 
well as offering time after College for any students who 
wish to talk further. The issues of violence, safety and our 
response to hatred are never far from our minds and this 
promises to be a thought provoking and helpful time 
together. You can read more about the work of the 
Mizen’s and the charity set up in the name of their son at 
http://forjimmy.org/our-journey/. 
 
It has been an eventful and packed term, as I mentioned 
earlier so we wanted to ensure all parents/carers had a 
measure of how well their sons and daughters have done 
over the last term.  You will therefore have received an 
email providing you with their current grade following 
mock exams for Year 11s or Year 13s and their 
Responsibility for Learning grading.  A grading of 1 is 
recognised as Outstanding effort in terms of Attitude, 
Engagement and Organisation.  Students in other year 
groups will take their annual exams later in 2020 so their 
focus is squarely on their Responsibility for Learning.  We 
all recognise tht maintaining a high work ethic is essential 
to success.  Please go through the report carefully 
together discussing areas of success and ways to improve 
in others. 
 

http://forjimmy.org/our-journey/


All that remains is for me to wish you and all your family 
the very best.  I would like to finish the words below, an 
Irish Christmas blessing. 
 
“The light of the Christmas star to you, 
The warmth of home and hearth to you, 
The cheer and good will of friends to you, 
The hope of a childlike heart to you, 
The joy of a thousand angels to you, 
The love of the Son, 
And God’s peace to you.” 
 
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

 

 
Mr M Hall 
Principal 
 
 

FutureMe Enterprise Challenge 2019 
The following Year 10 
students (Kieran Jones, 
Jack Ritchie, Bobby Kelly, 
and Elvis Baja) went to 
Newcastle University on 
Monday 16th December 
2019 to take part in a 
launch activity for the 
advert they created last 
year as part of the 
FutureMe Project. 

 
Kieran gave the following review: 
 

'Today we travelled to Newcastle University to be 
interviewed and to promote our advert we produced for 
students who want to go to University.  We achieved this 
opportunity after being regional champions when 
promoting higher education for young men. 
 

Firstly, we met the Tyne and Wear TV channel producer 
and talked through the interview process.  We then split 
into pairs and were interviewed in different places in the 
University grounds.  We were asked questions about our 
journey through this competition and our experiences we 
have had. 
 
 
 

Later, we did some 
action shots to go 
with the launch of 
the advert like 
walking up a nice 
stair case.  I gained 
confidence and 
experience talking in 
front of a camera 
and in a public 
place.  I hope to put 
this on my CV to help 
me in the future.'   

 
The students engaged well in all activities and were a 
credit to Grace College as their conduct was exemplary.  

 
 

Shelter Donation Boxes  
On Monday 16th December Mr 
Mann delivered a staggering 
131 boxes to Shelter. After 
speaking to staff at Shelter 
and being given a tour of the 
building, and seeing what 
actually is happening to help 
the homeless, it really goes 
without saying that our 
contribution does make a 
difference. A staggering 
130,000 children across the 

UK are living homeless in 2019, according to Shelter, and 
I was made aware that such is the severity of the situation 
that our fantastic effort may only last them a couple of 
days.  
 

Staff at Shelter were 
genuinely overwhelmed 
at the generosity that 
people have shown and 
were full of praise for 
students and staff. This 
would genuinely not of 
been possible without 

the help of each and every single one of you so thank you 
so much. 
 


