
 
 
 

 
Principal’s Weekly Newsletter     
w/e 13th December 2019 
 

Student Absence 
If your child is absent for any reason you must: 

• Telephone the Student Absence Line (0191 442 
2000 option 2) before 8.30am on every day of 
absence from the College. 

• provide a written explanation in their planner on 
their first day back to school after the absence.  
Absences cannot be authorised without receipt 
of a note. 

 
If you do not contact us we will contact you via text 
message/email requesting information about the 
absence. If you cannot be contacted in the above 
way, a telephone call home will be made by the 
Attendance Team. 
 

For the full Attendance Policy please click here.  
 
 

Christmas Lunches 
Year 11 enjoyed their Christmas lunch today.   

Rosie Greatorex 
said, “I’ve had a 
lovely time today. 
It’s been great to 
spend this lunch 
with my fellow 
Year 11s for our 
last Christmas 
together.” 
 
 
 

Christmas lunches continue next week, the table 
below shows the dates that the lunches will be held: 
 

Year Group Christmas Meal Day 

7 19th December 2019 

8 18th December 2019 

9 17th December 2019 

10 16th December 2019 

Our hope is that the Christmas meal will be enjoyed 
by everyone at Grace College. Students will prepare 
for the event with their tutors by creating table 

decorations, name tags, place mats and a centre 
piece. Our team of judges will be awarding prizes to 
the tables that impress them the most. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gracecollege.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Attendance-Policy-Sept-2019-Draft-8-1.pdf


Last Day of Term Arrangements 

The last day of term is on Thursday 19th December. 
During the afternoon of this date, students will be 
participating in a Christmas Cracker competition. 
This is a highly competitive, tutor-based event that 
includes every student at Grace College. As part of a 
team, each student will be focused on winning 
valuable points for their Tutor Group and their 
House.  
 

This ‘race against time’ contest involves 13 rounds of 
quizzes, creative tasks, music rounds, Christmas 
decorating and more. This is an exciting event and a 
festive way to end the term as well as bringing 
everyone together before we start our own 
Christmas and New Year celebrations at home.  
Every tutor will need the support of all their tutees 
in order to collect as many points as possible 
throughout this event.  
 

Although students are expected to wear full College 
uniform on the last day of term, they will be allowed 
to wear a Christmas jumper during the Christmas 
Cracker event in the afternoon. Please therefore 
ensure your child is wearing their correct uniform to 
come into school and, if they wish, they can carry a 
Christmas jumper in their school bag until the event 
commences in the afternoon.  
 

We do hope that every child can enjoy the events we 
have planned throughout the remainder of this 
term, however if there is an event that your child is 
not able to participate in, please contact the relevant 
School Team.  
 
 

 

Newcastle Falcons Rugby Project 

We had a truly fantastic, but very cold, day down in 
Leeds on Wednesday 11th December.  The girls were 
outstanding.  We merged with Emmanuel College, 
Lord Lawson and Cardinal Hume to form the 
Newcastle Project Rugby team. 
 

The afternoon was a mixture of games and specialist 
coaching from Leeds Rhino's and development staff. 
They played full contact and got stuck in with smiles 
in their faces. 
 

The girls worked exceptionally well together and 
played out of their skin. The other teams were from 
Yorkshire, Cumbria and Leeds. 
 

All staff were so proud of how well they worked 
together and just generally got on (obviously we 
were the best!!)  Very proud.  Falcons coaches also 
commented on how brilliant they were in their 
attitude and conduct. 

We have another tournament coming up on Friday 
7th February 2020 at Gateshead Rugby Club.  We are 
also hoping the girls get the chance to train before a 
game alongside the Falcons and play at half time 
during a game!! 
 
The girls were just utterly brilliant! 
 
 



Year 7 Art Club 
With many Year 7 students also expressing their 
interest in extending their time spent producing art 
work.  Mr Taylor intends to continue and run an Art 
Group/ Club for our Year 9 students and now also 
invite any Year 7 students on Monday’s after school 
from 3.20pm to 4.20pm.  
 

The opportunity will continue to allow students to 
experience producing more in-depth projects. 
Whilst also giving them further experience of 
experimenting with the art specialist areas of print, 
graphic communication, fine art, sculpture and 
ceramics.  Students will also gain the opportunity to 
work on collaborative school display projects and 
then inevitably extend this to local community 
projects. 
 

Art club will not be on next week and will start up 
again on Monday 6th January 2020. 
 
 

First Lego League Competition  

On Tuesday the new Technology Robotics club 
entered its first STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) competition in the 
First Lego League working on the City Shaper 
Challenge.  
 

The First Lego League is an international competition 
using robots to complete a pre-designed track that 
has to be navigated using the Lego Education 
MINDSTORMS EV3 set. This is a competition 
supported and ran in the UK by the Institute of 
Engineering and Technology (IET).  In the North East 
we were lucky enough to have been allocated the kit 
free from Nissan Skills foundation purchased for 
them by donations from the Reece Group. 
 

The aim of the competition is to develop a range of 
core skills needed to raise awareness of STEM and 
the skills needed to work as part of a team in a fun 
and exciting way using robotics. 
 

This is our first year in the competition following 
weeks of building various buildings using the City 
Shaper kit and building our three robots. The robots 
had to complete a range of missions in order to score 

points. The robots were pre-programmed by the 
students to complete the missions but, like in real 
life they didn’t all go to plan. This meant some rapid 
reprogramming in order to achieve the maximum 
marks we could in the Robot Challenge.  Each of the 
team members did more programming on the day 
than they had the previous weeks to try and get their 
missions to work. 
 

The team also had to demonstrate to another set of 
judges the Core value of Team work and reflect on 
their journey throughout the weeks in the Robots 
club. They gave an honest evaluation and one of the 
judges came to say what a good job they had done 
and how confident and passionate the team were. 
  

Another part of the competition was to discuss a 
problem that they had identified in their community. 
They chose a traffic light system to be used to 
improve to flow of students in busy corridors and did 
a very good explaining it to the judges with the help 
of some Lego props. 
 

The final part of the competition was to explain their 
robot and the programs they had used in order to 
complete the robot missions. 
 

Although in our first year we did not succeed it left 
the team excited and wanting to continue in the club 
in the new year in order to be better prepared for 
next year’s competition. 
 
 

Trips and Visits 
Monday 16th December 2019 – selected Year 11 
students - FutureMe Filming event at Newcastle 
University  
  

Monday 16th December 2019 – Shelter Donation 
Boxes 

 
 
 
 
 



Grace College Choir’s visit to Philips 
Court Care Home 
The key stage 3 choir from Grace College, led by             
Mrs Durant, brought some Christmas cheer to the 
residents of Philips Court Care Home on Thursday 
afternoon. They entertained the residents with a 
selection of Christmas songs such as Winter 
wonderland and Jingle bells, as well as a selection of 
Carols.  The residents joined in with the songs as well 
as shaking a few instruments and had a thoroughly 
good time.  

 
 
 

Restaurant – Breakfast Service 
The College restaurant is open daily, from 8am to 
8.25am, for students to purchase breakfast. 

 

Shelter Donation Boxes 
On Monday 16th December, Mr Mann and a member 
of Sixth Form will be visiting Shelter in Newcastle to 
hand over our donation boxes.  We currently have 
over 70 fully filled boxes. The last chance for 
donations is this Monday at break time at main 
reception.  

 
Students have shown a fantastic spirit with this and 
I would like to say a massive thankyou to tutors for 
their support in this. 

 
 

 

  



Go Active Everyday Programme 
 
 


