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Homework gives students regular practice in organising their own work and learning to work independently 
of staff and other students thereby adding to “practice” in our Expert Teaching model: Instruction, Practice 
and Feedback.  
 
It also provides an opportunity for staff to find out how well students have understood their class work. 
Homework helps to reinforce and extend work started in school. Work at home is also a necessary part of 
many examination courses, which lay great emphasis on individual study and research.  As such, homework 
and revision are key to students’ academic success.  
 
While many academic studies cite homework as significantly beneficial for students to make academic 
progress it is also important to realise that well-formed independent learning habits will be of immense value 
in any future study or career avenue.  

 

Meaningful, Manageable and Motivating  
 

Homework needs to be Meaningful and must:  

• help students to make progress; 

• teach students effective time management and discipline outside lessons; 

• allow time in lessons for the syllabus to be taught, with preparation, consolidation and 
application of knowledge served by homework.  

• serve the purpose of encouraging wider reading and research. It is up to individual 
departments to decide on what type of homework is appropriate for their subject and topic, 
ensuring that any homework set aids students’ academic progress; 

• allow extended pieces of work to be completed and assessed. 
 

Homework needs to be Manageable and must be:   

• appropriate to age, year group and ability, differentiated where necessary; 

• proportionate for students. Homework should not place too onerous a burden on students – 
students should have time for family, friends, co-curricular activities, and activities beyond 
Grace College; 

• proportionate for staff. Homework should not place too onerous a burden on teachers – the 
setting and formative marking of homework should be able to be undertaken within a 
teacher’s working week. 
 

Homework needs to be Motivating and must: 

• have a clear link to the curriculums and subject syllabus; 

• have clear goals and success criteria; 

• engage students and deepen their interest in the subject.  
 
  



 
 

 
 

General Principles: 
Head of Departments are responsible for ensuring high quality homework is set for their respective subject. 
Departments integrate homework into their Scheme of Work, so that it provides critical support in securing 
student achievement and understanding. Homework is always linked to the curriculum and subject content 
and augments students’ knowledge and understanding of the topics being taught.   
 
Teachers set homework in line with the College homework policy and in line with department expectations. 
Lessons are structured to leave sufficient time to set homework (in line with the homework timetable) and 
for it to be clearly recorded in the student planners. Consideration is given to the differentiation of 
homework.   Teachers review and assess homework and provide feedback to students so that DIT 
(Designated Improvement Time) can be undertaken effectively. Please see the Grace College Feedback 
Policy for more guidance. Teachers are also responsible for keeping a record of students’ homework marks.  
 
Students are expected to complete homework to their personal best. Before they hand work in, students 
must proofread their work to check for content, presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar. Please 
see the Presentation of work Policy for further information about exercise book expectations.  
 
 
Missed or Substandard Homework:  
Any student who does not complete their homework on time or to a reasonable standard receives a 
homework mark from that particular subject, and they are expected to completed their homework to the 
required standard. Any subsequent occasion during a half-term that a student receives a homework mark in 
that subject the student receives a homework detention, and they are expected to complete the homework 
to the required standard. At the start of a new half-term, students are given a fresh start, and receive a 
detention only once they have received two homework marks in a particular subject. 
 
 
Homework support:  
There is a continual focus on supporting students who struggle with homework. It consists of Homework 
Club (for Years 7 and 8), and after-school Homework Support. Any student who receives 5 or more 
homework detentions a term is likely to be placed on Homework Support. The Head of Lower School and 
Head of Upper School regularly meet with students and parents in order to help support students in their 
completion of homework. Students in Year 7 and 8 can join Homework Club which serves to provide an 
organised and staffed environment, after 3:20pm, for students to get into the habit of doing homework. The 
Heads of School work closely with HODs, who can support students in homework completion through 
parental meetings and through Departmental Support. The Vice Principal (Student Achievement) works with 
the Heads of School to ensure that those students who struggle with homework completion are being 
supported. 
 
 
Exceptions: 
Year 7 have a reduced timetable (as above) until October half term. During this period, they receive only the 
homework above, other than revision for assessments. From October onwards, Year 7s receive a steadily 
increasing amount of homework to include more subjects.  Each piece of homework normally takes up to 30 
minutes to complete. Pieces of homework that take substantially longer than 30 minutes are set across two 
pieces of homework.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Homework in KS4 and in Sixth Form 
In Years 10 and 11 each piece is extended a little to last up to 40 minutes and students receive two tasks per 
week in core examination subjects and one in all other subjects taken. Sixth Form students should  expect 
to receive homework after every lesson, and teachers are advised also to set specific work for independent 
study periods.   Workloads will naturally increase in the run-up to formal examinations when homework will 
predominantly become revision.  Students will be expected to plan and carry out their personal revision and 
teachers are responsible for assisting in the planning of such revision.  
 
The homework policy must be adhered to by staff and by students. 
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