
 

 
 
 
 
 

29th November 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The theme for the Advent season at Grace College this year is ‘Great Joy’ and many of our activities throughout 
the next 3 weeks have this theme at their heart. I would like to take this opportunity to share with you the 
activities that we have planned for you child during this time.  
 
During the House assemblies in December, students will learn a selection of carols that will be sung together 
at the carol service and prize giving assembly that will be taken place in the final week of term. This event will 
celebrate a variety of achievements our students have made so far this year as well as bringing staff and 
students together to participate in a carol service. 
 
All students at Grace College will be able to enjoy a Christmas meal together as a year group. The two-course 
Christmas meal will cost £2.10 and can be paid via School Comms, our online payment system. If you have not 
yet signed up to this facility, please see below for instructions on how this can be set up.  
 
School Comms can be accessed via the School Gateway smartphone app or website. To start you will need to 
register for a School Gateway account from www.schoolgateway.com. You will need to enter your email 
address and mobile number we have on record for you.  When you have entered your email address and mobile 
number, select the Send PIN button, a PIN number will be sent to your mobile phone. You can then use this PIN 
number to log into the School Gateway and view/ make payments.  If you’re having trouble logging in, it may 
be because the school doesn’t have your current email and mobile phone number on record. Please call the 
school and we’ll update the details on our system. 
 
If you are unable to access School Comms, we will be taking cash payments for the Christmas meal on the 
following dates at breaktime in the Assembly Hall. Also included in the table below are the dates that the 
Christmas meals will be held on: 
 

Year Group Cash Payment Day Christmas Meal Day 

7 4th December 19th December 

8 5th December 18th December 

9 6th December 17th December 

10 7th December 16th December 

11 8th December 13th December 

12/13 7th December 12th December 

 
Our hope is that the Christmas meal will be enjoyed by everyone at Grace College. Students will prepare for 
the event with their tutors by creating table decorations, name tags, place mats and a centre piece. Our team 
of judges will be awarding prizes to the tables that impress them the most. 
 
This week, students at Grace College have been producing Advent Lights to display in the school and at home. 
There are 2 additional workshops taking place next week on Tuesday 3rd December and Wednesday                                 
4th December where all students are welcome to attend.  For more information on the Advent Lights please 
visit https://www.gateshead.church/advent-lights/.  
 
  

https://www.gateshead.church/advent-lights/


The last day of this term is on Thursday 19th December. During the afternoon of this date, students will be 
participating in a Christmas Cracker competition. This is a highly competitive, tutor-based event that includes 
every student at Grace College. As part of a team, each student will be focused on winning valuable points for 
their Tutor Group and their House. This ‘race against time’ contest involves 13 rounds of quizzes, creative 
tasks, music rounds, Christmas decorating and more. This is an exciting event and a festive way to end the 
term as well as bringing everyone together before we start our own Christmas and New Year celebrations at 
home. Every tutor will need the support of all their tutees in order to collect as many points as possible 
throughout this event.  
 
Although students are expected to wear full College uniform on the last day of term, they will be allowed to 
wear a Christmas jumper during the Christmas Cracker event in the afternoon. Please therefore ensure your 
child is wearing their correct uniform to come into school and, if they wish, they can carry a Christmas jumper 
in their school bag until the event commences in the afternoon.  
 
We do hope that every child can enjoy the events we have planned throughout the remainder of this term, 
however if there is an event that your child is not able to participate in, please contact the relevant School 
Team.  
 
Finally, we wish you a happy and healthy December and an enjoyable Christmas break. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr M Hall 
Principal 
 


