
 
 
 

 

 
 
w/e 27th September 2019 
 

Last night we welcomed over 700 Year 6 
students, from all over Gateshead, into school 
to see Grace College in action. 
 
Each department invited students to stay on 
after school to set up an interesting and 
inspiring lesson to showcase our full curriculum.  
Classrooms were buzzing with excitement all 
evening!  My thanks to everyone who 
contributed to ensure we signposted the 
excellent educational experience we offer.  The 
whole evening was most successful; the 
students who helped were first class 
ambassadors! 
 
I believe this school must be deeply connected 
to the community to ensure it grows to be one 
of the best in our region.  To achieve this, we 
need to work together as one.  Three key 
partners, parents, students, and teachers, must 
work together to ensure deep effective learning 
and the strength of character to achieve 
excellence.  
 
Please see the end of this newsletter for the key 
dates relating to parents’ evenings, reports and 
annual examinations. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
Mark Hall 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students join Emmanuel College’s  
6th Form Rugby Team 
 
Charlie Mckenna and Ellis Warren of Year 12 
last Wednesday joined with the Emmanuel 
College 6th Form rugby team to play in a round 
robin tournament against Newcastle School for 
Boys and Tyne Met College Rugby Academy. 
 
The boys did themselves proud playing 2 full 
games in the crucial positions of No 8 and 
scrum half respectively, and Charlie even 
managed to notch a debut try. 
 
The boys are pictured with the Emmanuel 
College Captain. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Emmanuel Schools Cross Country 

  
 
Well done to our students who represented 
Grace College at the Emmanuel Schools Cross 
Country.  They did superb.  Cassius in Year 9 
came 19th out of his category and Jack Allen in 
Year 8 came 7th out of his category.  A massive 
well done to all students. 
 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a 6-month 
programme, in which you undergo a series of 
activities involving: volunteer work, physical 
activity and skill development.  The programme 
then ends with a 1-night expedition at Hadrian’s 
Wall.  The whole experience helps us 
proactively develop new skills, build new 

friendships and opens a wide range of 
opportunities in the near future.  
 
The first phase was volunteering, giving us a 
chance to help the community in a variety of 
different ways.  We had opportunities to 
volunteer with the numerous different 
organisations for example: care homes, park 
runs, charity shops etc. By doing this, we were 
able to experience the world of work, all the 
while, being very rewarding. 
 
The second phase was physical activity, where 
we took part in a large number of sports.  
Resulting in us becoming fitter, more resilient 
and expanding our physical capacity, in 
preparation for the expedition.  Examples of this 
are: running, attending the gym, dance, 
swimming etc. 
    
The Third phase was skill developing; this 
aspect enabled us to take part in numerous 
activities, some that we would have never 
thought of doing.  We were able to develop our 
skills such as: cooking, textiles, animal-keeping, 
musical skills etc.  All of which, allowed our 
confidence to grow and enabled us to discover 
new interests. 
 
Each of these aspects all combined to aid our 
performance in the expedition.  During the 
expedition, we needed to use our orienteering 
skills to figure out how to get to each 
checkpoint, whilst carrying our whole night’s 
belongings in our rucksacks. Therefore, it was 
essential that we developed new skills, took 
part in physical activity and volunteered with 
members of the community. 
 
Although at moments, The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award felt unattainable, once we overcame our 
barriers, we felt a sense of accomplishment, 
which in turn, developed our confidence. In 
addition, the award itself is a great asset to have 
on our CV’s and could open a lot of doors for us 
in the future.  
 
Written by Kara Hunter and Alice Cable 



 

Six-Day Voyage for one of our Year 12 
students on ‘The James Cook’ 

 
 
We are always looking for opportunities for our 
students at Grace College and, just before the 
summer holidays, we received a message from 
the Rotary Club of Gateshead who were 
contacting local schools to let them know they 
were sponsoring a place for a young person on 
a week long voyage on the sail training vessel 
‘The James Cook’.  
 
This boat is owned and run by The Ocean Youth 
Trust North, which is a charity specialising in 
the personal development of young people and 
adults through the unique medium of ocean 
sailing. It offers an exhilarating residential 
experience that can change lives and inspire 
futures. We, of course, grabbed the opportunity 
to put our students forward for this great 
opportunity! 
A selection process resulted in one of our Year 
12 (now Year 13) students, James Johnston, 
winning the place. His report and some photos 
of his experience are given below… 
 
My time on the James Cook 
During the summer holidays, I was lucky enough 
to have been invited to board the James Cook for 
a six-day voyage in the North Sea. I had a very 
enjoyable trip and met many wonderful people 
throughout the time I was there, including the 
sea staff, volunteers and the rest of the crew. It 
is definitely something I would consider doing 
again in the future. 

 
On the day of departure, I was very nervous due 
to venturing into the unknown. Having never 
sailed before in my life, I knew sailing for five 
consecutive days would be challenging, to put it 
lightly! 
 
Leaving North Shields, we embarked upon our 
journey with the first destination being Blyth. 
We hoisted the two shorter sails before leaving 
the mouth of the Tyne, then once beyond the 
piers, we assisted in putting up the mainsail. 
There was no automatic winch so everything had 
to be done by hand so the raising of the heavy 
sail was difficult. 
 
Once out at sea, the wind wasn’t as strong as I 
thought it was going to be and there was no rain 
either so it was surprisingly warm considering it 
was the middle of the sea. Upon arriving in Blyth, 
we tied ourselves to the dock with the ropes and 
learned how to tie a strong enough knot so the 
boat would stay in place and drift away from the 
dock.  
 
The following morning, we again disembarked 
and headed even further north to the Scottish 
town of Eyemouth. This was an eight-hour sail 
but was during the afternoon so again wasn’t 
that cold. With sailing for so long, we needed to 
cook on the go which proved to be quite the 
challenge as the waves meant that the boat was 
on a tilt while moving so all the plates, pans and 
bowls were sliding about the place. After a long 
sail, we were arriving into Eyemouth but there 
was a build-up of sediment on the seabed and 
the keel planted onto it. We were stuck for about 
three hours in the piers of Eyemouth until the 
tide came in and the water levels raised to a point 
where we could move. However, passing the 
time wasn't hard, as the other people on the boat 
were very nice and we all got on like a house on 
fire. 
 
 
We spent Wednesday morning in the town 
centre where we got ice cream and drinks and 
were able to spend time ashore and relax a little 



too as we couldn’t leave until 14:00 as the tide 
was out and the water was too low and the same 
problem as the night before would have 
occurred. Once we eventually left, it was decided 
that we would come all the way back to North 
Shields in one go, the problem being that the 
wind was a strong northerly wind meaning we 
couldn’t come directly south so we had to zig-zag 
our way down the coast. The extra mileage 
meant it was going to take a lot longer than was 
first anticipated. This is when the rain decided to 
shows it face too so the long journey back was 
cold and wet, yet still very enjoyable. 
 
We didn’t arrive back in North Shields until 8:15 
on the Thursday morning, so after the 18-hour 
sail and approximately 180km, everyone was 
exhausted. 
 
Because of the damage sustained to the boat 
during the run aground in Eyemouth, we stayed 
in North Shields for the remaining two days and 
were able to spend time with the other people 
on the boat. 
 
Overall, it was a very enjoyable six-days despite 
the wind and the rain and is definitely something 
I would do again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


