
 
 
 
 
 Principal’s Weekly Newsletter 
 
w/e 20th September 2019 

Once again, it has been a busy time at Grace College. 
 
Most students have tackled their studies over the 
course of the last 3 weeks with high levels of energy.  
It is pleasing to hear how many students are fully 
engaged in lessons.  Our homework timetable is 
available at the end of this newsletter.  You might 
want to print this out for later reference.  
 
A particular congratulations to our FutureMe 
Enterprise winners.  They have an exciting 
opportunity with Tyne and Wear TV (see below). 
 
It is important to note the reminder about PE kit 
below and could I appeal to students and parents to 
support our Harvest Appeal in support of the 
Gateshead Foodbank. 
 
Next week we look forward to our Year 5/6 Open 
Evening on 26th September from 5pm to 7pm.  
Students who would like to volunteer to help 
showcase the school should register their interest 
with their subject teacher. 
 
Well done to one and all, have a restful weekend. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Mark Hall 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reviewed Grace College PE Kit and Expectations 
 

Following some queries in relation to the current PE 
kit and potential changes to a new PE kit in 
September 2020, I would like to support this 
transition by providing the following solutions for 
parents and students. I have detailed the PE kit 
expectations below. You will notice there is 
different guidance for boys in Year 11. If you are 
unsure as to which kit relates to your child, please 
do not hesitate to contact the department.  
 

Essential Girls’ PE 
Kit 

Essential Boys’ PE 
Kit 

Optional Boys’ PE 
Kit Year 11 

Blue JSA PE top 
 
Blue shorts or 
black JSA 
leggings* or 
black 
tracksuit 
bottoms** 
 
Blue school 
socks 
 
Trainers 
 
Option of 
football/rugb
y boots 
 
School socks 
must be worn 
in every 
lesson, with 
all items. 

Blue JSA PE top 
 
Blue shorts or 
black 
tracksuit 
bottoms** 
 
Blue school 
socks 
 
Trainers 
 
Option of 
football/rugb
y boots 
 
School socks must 
be worn in every 
lesson, with all 
items. 

Plain white t-shirt 
 
Navy blue 
shorts or 
black 
tracksuit 
bottoms** 
 
Navy blue 
football socks 
Trainers 
 
Option of 
football/rugb
y boots 
 

 
*Black leggings – they can either be black 
leggings without a logo that must be the lycra 
material.  Designer and fashion leggings are not 
acceptable, cotton leggings will not be accepted, as 
the cotton material is not suitable for physical 
activity. Students who wear fashion leggings will be 
sanctioned and expected to borrow the correct 
kit. If students are unsure as to whether 
their leggings are acceptable, please advise your 

child to see a member of the PE department who 
will check them prior to removing the labels.  
 
**Black tracksuit bottoms must be as plain as 
possible and any logos or writing should be minimal. 
  
Students will have until Tuesday 
1st October 2019 to ensure they have 
the correct plain black (without logo) leggings 
or Joseph Swan Academy leggings for 
their lessons – after this time students will be 
required to either borrow kit or wear 
shorts. All Joseph Swan items can be purchased at - 
Michael Sehgal & Sons Ltd, 28-40 Scotswood Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7JB, 0191 
2302320.Places such as; Matalan, Primark, 
George at Asda and Tesco sell plain black sports 
leggings ranging in price from £5 - £10.  

 
In addition, and as has always been the case, if a 
student is unwell or unable to take part in the 
lesson but well enough to attend school, they must 
show the member of staff a note from their 
parent/carer. Students will still be expected to 
change into their PE kit and will take on another 
role within that lesson (such as; officiating, coaching, 
score keeping etc).  As a department we have spare 
kit to support students who may forget their own 
kit or may have not have their own kit. It is washed 
regularly and can be loaned to support students 
when required.  
  
If you have any questions, please contact the PE 
department   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 10 GCSE Options  
 
NOTE: Wednesday 25th September will be the last 
day for any change in GCSE subjects.  To request 
any change parents/carers will need to write to Mr 
Bland, Head of Upper School, detailing the situation. 
 
 
The Harvest Appeal 2019 
 
As we head into Autumn it is time to launch the 
Harvest Appeal at Grace College.  For two weeks 
from Monday 23rd September we are collecting non-
perishable food and toiletries to give a donation to 
the Gateshead Foodbank.  It is an excellent 
opportunity for our students to consider how that 
can give back to their community and support 
others from what they have.  Alongside this we 
want to celebrate and encourage those in our local 
community who give of their time, effort and 
resources to support others and so we are asking 
students for nominations of their local heroes. Once 
we have nominations in we will be making and 
delivering a food hamper for two ‘local heroes’.  
Students will receive more information in both 
assemblies and their tutor groups.  Please do 
consider donating to this very special cause.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FutureMe Enterprise Challenge 2019 
 

 
 
Last academic year our current Year 10 boys (Cole 
Egdell, Bobby Kelly, Awet Dessye and Kieran Jones) 
were put through to the regional final, after beating 
19 other groups in the first round.  They were then 
placed against the top 6 winners from the other 
competitions coming out on top!....  
 
Following on from this filming begins on Tuesday 
17th October for the commercial and the team at 
Tyne and Wear TV are super excited to see the 
concepts become a reality.  The production team 
were so impressed by the students’ storyboard that 
they are working completely of their ideas with no 
major changes required for filming.  To incorporate 
additional aspects of student life, they are including 
a scene with the main actor playing football but all 
areas and components that the team wanted 
included will be heavily based upon the images 
already provided.  
   
Following the completion of the commercial, Tyne 
and Wear TV have extended an invite for the young 
men to launch their advert on TV during North East 
Live.  They will be looking to launch the advert after 
half term, as part of the marketing campaign during 
the application cycle.  
   
I am also delighted to inform you that they have 
now commissioned an artist and work has begun on 
bringing the students’ storyboard ideas to life for the 
comic book strip.  
 
 



Year 8 Football 
 
On Monday night the Year 8 team kicked off there 
season at Cardinal Hume.  They played valiantly in 
the first game but went down 2-1 to Whickham!  
Aaron Bates scored a great chip for our goal!  
Unfortunately in our second game a very strong 
Cardinal Hume team beat us but in the second half 
we had a real go and some excellent team spirit was 
showed.  This should stand us in good stead for the 
long and hard season ahead.  Next up is St Thomas 
More on Tuesday night in the cup!  Students are 
encouraged to come and watch there year team. 
 
 
 
Year 12 Induction Days 
 
On the 11th and 12th September the new Year 12 
students at Grace College were involved in an 
Induction day visiting the cities of Newcastle and 
Durham, experiencing their universities and culture.  
Below are some student reflections on that visit: 
 
Durham University 
 
All the Year 12 students in Grace College Sixth Form 
started off the two-day trip experiencing culture and 
future opportunities in Durham, the beautifully 
historic city and home to Durham University.  
Durham University is part of the ‘Russell Group’ 
universities making it one of the best in the country, 
so the opportunity to look around, ask questions 
and get a sense of what being a student would 
actually be like was very beneficial to the many 
students, especially those wanting to explore the 
possibility of further education after sixth form.  
 
The day started with a talk from one of the staff at 
Durham University; telling us all about the life of a 
student, and how this isn’t solely centred around 
studies and work like so many of us thought it would 
be. There are in fact many societies at university, in 
particular Durham’s list seemed to be never-ending, 
which gave a lot of us the insight of what university 
would be like and was very interesting to all of us 
interested in going. However, my favourite part of 
the visit to Durham was the tour of the city, getting 
to look at all the different colleges and having a 

student ambassador there to ask questions to. This 
was particularly useful for me as someone who has 
no definitive idea of what they want to do in the 
future, our student ambassadors were all very 
cordial and willing to answer all questions we had, 
which made the trip even better.  
The trip definitely made my desire to go to  
University a lot stronger, especially to a university as 
remarkable as Durham.  

Faith Ramsay- 12 Mailly 
 
 
 
 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream  
 
From the very beginning, this play had the audience 
hooked. The first thing the audience saw was a 
mischievous sprite named Puck walk onto the stage. 
She twisted, turned and gasped as if she were about 
to exclaim something, but she never did and not too 
soon after a whirlwind of instruments began circling 
her playing a melody and that’s when the audience 
knew they were in for an interesting 2 hours.  
 
The play lovingly stuck to Shakespeare's original 
script, ye old English and all, but incorporating much 
of its own humour, some more highbrow than 
others. It was brilliantly acted by a talented cast that 
managed to remember and enunciate every word 
perfectly, which I find rather impressive. Also, to the 
audience’s surprise, the play 
included many covers of much more modern songs 
that really set the mood for certain scenes. All in all, 
I thoroughly believe that the Northern stage’s 
rendition of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ is a 
brilliant example of the Shakespearean story that I 
recommend to others.  

Megan Duggan- 12 Hamilton 
 
 

  



 


