
 
 
 

 
Principal’s Weekly Newsletter     
w/e 13th September 2019 
 

 
 
 

This has been a great week at Grace College, 
launching the house system, meeting Year 11 
students and parents and encouraging students 
to get involved in music and drama.  This week’s 
newsletter is a bumper edition, my thanks to all 
who contributed.  If you are interested in being 
involved in our Parent Forum please let us know 
via the enquiries email. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Mark Hall 
Principal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red House 
 

 
 
This week saw the launch of the Red House 
assembly.  Each and every Wednesday our 
House will meet to celebrate House success and 
look forward to the upcoming House activities. 
 
This week focussed on introducing the key staff 
involved in the House and promoting this week’s 
Cross Country competition, where I am pleased 
to say, early indications show a strong 
performance from students in the Red House 
across the whole school.  
 
Next week we will be introducing our two sixth 
form House Captains and announcing the 
champion House for each year group from this 
week’s Cross Country competition. 
 
Good luck to all the Red House staff competing 
in next week’s staff Cross Country competition. 
 
#GOREDS 
 
Mr Bland - Head of Red House 
Miss Wilkinson - Deputy Head of Red House 
 
 

 
 



 
 
#TeamGreen 
 

 
 
This week saw the launch of the House 
assemblies at Grace College, setting the bar high 
on Tuesday starting with the Green House. 
Students and staff alike are allocated a House 
throughout their life at Grace College to help 
foster a greater sense of community, 
participation and competition. The Green House 
consists of almost 360 people ranging from Year 
7 through to Year 13 and including every 
member of staff in the College. Students in the 
Green House know that it is a prestigious House 
to be a part of and that along with the focus on 
supporting others, our motivation is to always 
give our very best. Students and staff have 
embraced the camaraderie and I have been 
hugely impressed by the efforts seen in the first 
House competition this week with students 
taking part in the House Cross Country. Well 
done to all in the Green House!  Watch this space 
for the announcement of our House mascot and 
motto. 
 
Mrs S Ramsden - Head of Green House 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Yellow House 
 

 
 
The Yellow House was launched this week 
during our House Assembly. Yellow House 
believes in opportunity and positivity. When 
these 2 aspects of character are blended, quality 
and purpose is achieved. The staff and students 
in Yellow House share the understanding that 
togetherness is central to our ambition to 
become the highest achieving House and the 
House with the greatest number of participants. 
Miss Allan is the Head of Yellow House and Mr 
Gray is the Deputy Head of House. We would 
like to wish all the Houses a successful and 
enjoyable year of competition.  
 

Blue House 
 

 
 
Blue House will be launched next week as Mr 
Divers was with Year 12 students at their 
Induction visit to Newcastle and Northumbria 
University.  Thank you to Mrs Ramsden for 
leading this assembly.  Mr Divers will launch this 
with suitable fanfare next week. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Parent Forum – Inviting interest 
from Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you to parents/carers who have 
expressed an interest in being part of the Parent 
Forum.   
 
We want our parent body to feel fully involved 
and therefore invite written expressions of 
interest to be part of the Parent Forum to be 
forwarded to myself using the following email 
address enquiries@gracecollege.org.uk by 4pm 
on Friday 20th September 2019.   
I will work closely with Julie Morrow to consider 
all expressions of interest from parents/carers. 
 
If you have any questions about the commitment 
involved or the process I describe above please 
feel free to contact me directly. 

 
 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
 
We were delighted to welcome a large number 
of Year 11 students and parents/carers to our 
first parents evening of the year. It was a very 
well attended evening, with some high quality 
learning conversations taking place between 
staff and families. Students had the opportunity 
to reflect on their end of year 10 exam grades 
and discuss their newly set Year 11 targets. 
Students also met their tutors and discussed a 
recent Responsibility for Learning review they 
had completed in tutor time. This is something 
we will be focussing on within the coming weeks 
across the whole school. My thanks to all the 
parents/carers who supported the valuable 
opportunity to come in and to all the staff for 
their time given up to support students. We look 
forward to seeing all of Year 11 parents back on 
17th October, for our 'Helping my child as a 
learner' event. 

 

 
Ambassador for the Tour of Britain 
 

     
 
Jack Boss – 7 Woollard - selected as an 
Ambassador for the Tour of Britain. 
  
Jack was nominated by his primary school (Kelvin 
Grove) for a Young Leader Sports Award which 
he subsequently won.  Jack was pleased to find 
out that he was one of eight to be selected to be 
an Ambassador for the Tour of Britain cycle race.  
Together with the other Ambassadors, Jack 
started the Newcastle section of the race. 
Jack said he was shocked to be selected for this 
and although he was nervous on the day he was 
also really excited. 
Taking part in this has given Jack the ambition to 
take up a new challenge and he is hoping to take 
part in the Junior Great North Run next year. 
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Meccano Enthusiast 
 

 
 
Egan has created the models shown above which 
consisted of her purchasing the Twenty-five in 
one model of cars.  This task involved her taking 
hundreds of individual pieces and assembling 
them in the correct order so that she could 
create the model shown above.  This was done 
in her spare time and took Egan multiple hours 
and days to complete.  Along the journey Egan 
happily admits that she made a few mistakes but 
had to acknowledge these mistakes and adapt 
her model so that it worked correctly.  Egan set 
herself off on this task by following strict 
guidelines and instructions which are very 
complicated, especially for a Year 8 student.  
 
Egan was inspired to do this by her love for 
Engineering and her dreams of being an 
Aerospace Engineer when she is older.  Egan said 
“My love for Engineering and Science has led me 
to believe that one day my generation will help 
to shape the world and fix all of the problems our 
teachers’ generation have made”.  
 
Egan showed great endeavour to do this 
demonstrating excellent accountability and 
determination modelled in the Grace College 
ethos. Well done Egan!  
 
 

 
 

 
Music 
 

 
 
Grace College Music Department is a thriving 
area offering students an opportunity to develop 
their musical understanding through learning an 
instrument.  Tuition is from expert specialist 
music teachers and below is a list of the 
instruments available: 
  
Brass – Trumpet, Trombone, Tuba, French and 
Tenor horn 
Woodwind – Flute, Saxophone, Clarinet 
Strings – Violin, Cello Viola 
Percussion – Drum Kit, Xylophone, 
Glockenspiel  
Vocal Coach – Singing lessons 
Piano 
Grade 5 Theory  
  
Students can also take part in the extra-curricular 
clubs on offer such as the Choir, Wind Band, 
Brass Group, Sax Group and string ensemble. 
  
There are great benefits from learning to play a 
musical instrument including self-discipline and 
lifelong learning as well as social opportunities, 
confidence building and supporting the learning 
of other subjects. 
  
For more information contact Mr Miller (Head of 
Music) via CMiller@gracecollege.org.uk 
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Newcastle United Foundation 
Partnership 

 
We are delighted to announce that throughout 
this Academic year on a Friday, Newcastle 
United Foundation are providing Grace College 
with a member of their staff, Ed Cook, to deliver 
a range of targeted activities. The activities will 
support students to make progress academically 
as well as develop their interpersonal and social 
skills. Ed will be linked with the PE Department 
and will combine physical activities and 
classroom based learning with football and sport 
at the core. Ed will also support the College with 
extra-curricular activities, providing coaching 
during lunch and after school sessions. We are 
delighted to have secured partner school status 
with the Foundation and look forward to 
welcoming Ed to build on our positive 
experiences of previous years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Art Group/Club 
 
Many Year 9 students have expressed an interest 
in wishing to extend their time spent producing 
art work.  Mr Taylor intends to run an Art 
Group/Club for our Year 9 students on Monday’s 
after school from 3.20pm to 5.30pm.  The 
opportunity will allow the students to experience 
producing more in-depth projects.  Whilst also 
giving them further experience of experimenting 
with the art specialist areas of print, graphic 
communication, fine art, sculpture and ceramics.  
Students will also gain the opportunity to work 
on collaborative school display projects and then 
inevitably extend this to local community 
projects. 
 
This will start on Monday 23rd September 
 

 
Students will have the opportunity study for the 
prestigious LAMDA (London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Art) examinations. These 
qualifications are highly respected and the 
Bronze, Silver and Gold Medals are also worth 
university application points.  The examinations 
are designed to equip candidates, whatever their 
age, with a range of skills which will serve them 
throughout life by improving the way they 
present themselves through the spoken word 
and by fostering their self-confidence. Lessons 
are taught in small groups and last for thirty 
minutes.  The timetable is rotated as much as 
possible so that students do not miss the same 
lesson each week.   
 
See attached for letter of application.  Letters can 
also be picked up from student reception. 
 

 
 
 



Park Run Volunteers 
 

 
 
Students in Years 11, 12 and 13 have the 
opportunity to volunteer to be park run 
marshalls at the Windy Nook Park Run.  Could 
interested students please contact Billy Saul at 
the Whitehills Centre, 96 Whitehill Drive, 
Gateshead NE10 8NG - Phone: 07504 297841   
 
 

School Comms 
 
As you may already be aware, we use School 
Comms to make online payments for school 
meals and school events.  This can be accessed 
via the School Gateway smartphone app or 
website. To start you will need to register for a 
School Gateway account 
from www.schoolgateway.com.  You will need to 
enter your email address and mobile number we 
have on record for you.  When you have entered 
your email address and mobile number, select 
the Send PIN button, a PIN number will be sent 
to your mobile phone.  You can then use this PIN 
number to log into the School Gateway and 
view/ make payments.  If you’re having trouble 
logging in, it may be because the school doesn’t 
have your current email and mobile phone 
number on record.  Please call the school and 
we’ll update the details on our system. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Challenge – India 2019 
 
      

 
 
Nine of our Sixth Form students were involved in 
the trip of a lifetime in July as they embarked 
upon an expedition to Northern India.  This 
expedition combined community work, trekking 
in the Himalayan mountain ridge and visiting 
some of India’s great cities and landmarks.  
Below is resume of the trip, with thoughts and 
memories from the students. 
 
The expedition began with two days 
acclimatisation in the beautiful mountain town of 
Nainital. This small town 2000m metres above 
sea level at the western corner of the Himalayan 
ridge is set around a freshwater lake with 
stunning views of the mountains as its backdrop. 
Here students got used to life in India. They 
visited Naina Devi temple and were blessed by 
the monks following a giving of alms ceremony. 
The team also fully embraced Indian food and 
tried a multitude of the street food on offer with 
paper-plane Dosa’s and Momo’s being particular 
favourites. Several members of the team, led by 
Ellie, also proved themselves formidable at 
bartering and were more than a match for the 
locals. What was most striking in this town was 
the warmth and friendliness of the people and 
their genuine interest in finding out why we 
there. 
 
The next phase was the community project. We 
made our way up to Mountain Quail lodge at 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB863GB863&q=whitehills+centre+gateshead+phone&ludocid=15007045708251282856&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi6p4CK7crkAhVlolwKHc6rDDcQ6BMwEnoECBEQDg
https://www.google.com/search?q=whitehill+centre&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB863GB863&oq=whitehill+centre&aqs=chrome.0.0l6.3143j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.schoolgateway.com/


2500m. As we made our way up the mountain 
altitude (and leeches) began to be a factor and 
the trek was over difficult terrain. The team 
pulled together fantastically during this first trek 
and there was a real sense of camaraderie as they 
encouraged each other up the mountain. The 
trek was rewarded with stunning views of the 
Uttarakhand valley and Corbett National Park. 
The team set up camp at what was to be our 
home for the next four nights and headed off for 
some much-deserved chai and paneer curry. 
 
Our community project was to be undertaken in 
the village of Buggad around 3km from our 
campsite. The project was to build incinerators at 
two of the houses in the village in order for 
rubbish to be burned, and also to build a water 
collection system on one of the houses. Students 
split up into two teams and displayed fine 
leadership and teamworking skills to delegate 
roles and responsibilities. The teams were given 
the plans and tools needed for the jobs and then 
left to complete the tasks. The team was so 
efficient that they finished the projects a day 
early and so had time to cook with locals and 
were put to work cementing gaps in pavement. 
The team found this a richly rewarding 
experience, Year 13 student Georgia Sutcliffe 
noted the positivity in “knowing you made a 
difference to someone’s life”. The dynamic 
between the team was superb throughout the 
project and the way in which they engaged with 
locals and their way of life was admirable.  
 
During the project phase we also were given the 
opportunity to visit the primary school in the 
village. This transpired to be the undoubted 
highlight for many of the team. We were the first 
World Challenge team to visit the school, and as 
such on the first day were treated with a little 
trepidation from the children! On our return on 
the second day we spent the full afternoon 
working with the children, which was a moving 
experience for many of our team as one student 
put it “understanding how valued education is in 
India reveals how we maybe take our own for 

granted”. We helped them with their English 
(which was already pretty impressive), learned 
some Hindi and had a great afternoon playing 
and talking with the students.  
 
Following the community project students began 
the 65km trek from Buggad to Kunjharak. The 
three days trekking encompassed a wide variety 
of terrain and scenery, ranging from stark 
mountain passes to lush forests and winding 
rivers. There was also a multitude of wildlife to 
see with black eagles, scorpions and monkeys in 
particular in abundance. Our guide Rahul 
informed us that there were bears, leopards and 
wolves in the area which we unfortunately (or 
maybe fortunately) did not encounter. The trek 
was tough with conditions ranging from 
monsoon rains and gale force wind on one day to 
35 degree heat the next. The team pulled each 
other through the tough times and bonded 
superbly. The spectacular scenery and stops for 
chai helping out too.  
 
With the trek over it was time for some rest and 
relaxation. We began by going in safari at the 
Corbett National Park in Ramnagar and following 
the quintessentially Indian experience of a 
fourteen-hour sleeper train journey to Jaipur we 
had two days of sightseeing and luxury hotels to 
look forward to after ten days of camping. 
  
The pink city of Jaipur afforded plenty of 
opportunities to continue trying out Indian street 
food and in the evening, we took in a Bollywood 
film in Jaipur’s famous theatre. From here we 
travelled on to Agra to see the stunning Taj 
Mahal. Students arose at 3:30am in order to see 
the sun rise over the marble mausoleum and the 
early start was rewarded with stunning views.  
 
This World Challenge expedition was just that, 
and the students were a credit to themselves and 
the school. The skills they acquired and the 
experiences they had will last them a lifetime. 
Our next Sixth Form adventure will be to Borneo 
in 2021. We hope that you will join us.  



 
 “Truly Inspiring”- Tom Cable 
“An amazing Adventure”- Dan Parmley 
“Overall the best experience of my life”- Georgia 
Sutcliffe 
  

 

 


