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Logos and Name - A significant change to 

our school is the name and logo. Comparing 

the old and new logos, there’s some clear 

differences we can distinguish, particularly 

with the colours and font. The new logo 

highlights that continuity throughout the 

entire ESF, allowing our school to have a 

positive new beginning. Upon speaking to 

pupils on the student council (parent, stu-

dent and staff forums were hosted in school 

last year, to ensure all opinions were fairly 

considered and represented, when the 

school was in the process of deciding 

change), students expressed the new name 

“gives the school a new lease of life, and a 

clean slate for Grace College to build on”. 

 Signage Changes 

Signage - The Grace College signage is a 

clear change and considerate improvement 

from the past JSA sign. It’s very sleek and 

modern, similar to the Emmanuel College 

sign. It’s another positive way of aligning our 

school within the ESF community. 

Open Evening 

“I have attended every 

open evening since I 

started here in June 2010 

and this by far has been 

the busiest.”  

Mrs Turner—Teacher of Science 

Rosie Greatorex in Year 11 under 

took the task to interview Students 

and Staff and wrote the following 

article. 

Mr M. Hall - Principal  

 

As a school, Grace College is thrilled to join the ESF family.  After a fantastic half 

term of getting settled in and used to all the changes, our school is adapting bril-

liantly. The mission to have an ‘outstanding’ school within five years has began in 

earnest.   

Rosie Greatorex—Year 11 



The changes brought in by ESF are definitely 
the most significant change I have experienced 
here at Grace College; I feel that one of the 
most positive changes is students being able to 
spend more time outside instead of being inside 
on the 'street'.   Student are now able to have 
longer to enjoy their food and also get some 
fresh air - it is no longer a choice between the 
two.   

And the assemblies and the Tutor work 
is focused on our core values which has been a 
significant change for the school; I am able to 
spend more time with my tutor group and dis-
cuss important issues and talk to students 
about what grounds us and shapes us as people 
- so far we have discussed many of the core 
values including compassion. This term we have 
considered 1 Corinthians 13 and asked the 
question: what is love? Our most recent assem-
bly asked us to consider Phileo— the Greek 
word for the love between friends. Students 
have been asked to reflect on what makes a 
good friend.  

 Changes to the School Day 

When speaking to members of staff and students about the changes, most believed 

the extension to the school day was the most significant. Mr Bland, Head of Upper 

School, believed the timetable alteration has had “a really positive impact because it’s 

enabled additional curriculum time, particularly in the three core subjects, which is 

very beneficial for everyone”. Members of KS4 have also found the change extremely 

helpful, as it ensures they receive maximum study time in the run up to the GCSEs 

next May. With an extra lesson a day, it means there’s more time spent learning and 

revising, to make sure students receive the best results possible. 

 Staffing Changes 

Another exciting change in the school this academic 

year is how we’ve welcomed 20 new members of 

staff, meaning there’s extra support on hand in les-

sons and on the leadership team. I spoke to Mrs 

Vaughan, one of the new additions to the staff, about 

her views on Grace College. Her first impressions of 

the school are very positive, having had a smooth 

transition into the school. She believes there’s “a real 

sense of change and a shift in the school’s culture”. 

As a teacher of GCSE French, the timetable exten-

sion is “perfect for KS4, because it allows extra time 

spent with the classes, which is very helpful when 

teaching a language”. In the future, she hopes to 

“build stronger links with the Emmanuel College lan-

guage department” and “looks forward to getting to 

know students, both inside and out of lessons”.  

As alumna of Emmanuel College Mrs Vaughan is well 

placed to enable Grace College to go from strength 

to strength. 

The house competitions started this September with 

cross country and tag rugby on the go right now. 

As  you can see from the photo staff are taking part. 

Well done to those who ran for their house. 



 Changes to the Building 

There are several differences to spot in 

consideration to the layout of the school, 

much construction work has taken place 

across the school site. This includes the 

installation of fencing around the outside 

of the school, and the redecoration of the 

Reception area.  Fencing has been built to 

streamline student movement and im-

prove the overall safety of the site, whilst 

allowing year groups to enjoy social time 

in designated spaces. The old main hall has 

now been renovated into an extended 

restaurant space, with a ramp that leads 

out of the restaurant. It allows students 

and staff to have more space to eat, and 

makes for a far calmer and orderly lunch 

period. 

In the future, there are plans of installing 

seats in the new Assembly Hall, which will 

be very helpful for house and year group  

assemblies. There are also hopes of devel-

oping Grace College’s sporting facilities, 

with the addition of an AstroTurf pitch. I’m 

sure this will be a very exciting prospect 

for all the  sportsmen and women at Grace 

College. 

 Changes to the Uniform 

A phased uniform change has begun within the school, with the Year 7s being the 

first students to wear it.  Just like the name, the new uniform helps align ourselves 

with our sister schools. The reaction to the uniform is very popular amongst stu-

dents, who are of the opinion the “design and colour scheme are definitely an im-

provement”. Year 10 will wear the new blazer after Easter. September 2020 the 

whole school moves into new blazer with grey skirt and grey trousers. 

Student Life 

The general consensus I’ve received 

from students is that they’re happy 

about the changes which have been 

made and are all settling in fantasti-

cally. All the changes are going to 

alter Grace College’s culture and 

cement the core values of the 

school. The name ‘Grace’ is de-

scribed in every student’s study file 

as representing “patience,      gener-

osity, courteousness and goodwill”, 

which are all key attributes that un-

derpin, not just positive relationships 

at school and college, but in the 

working world too.                 

Rosie Greatorex Year 11 



  Head Boy Interview 

James Johnston, Head Boy has made these 

comments: “They’re working really well,” 

James expressed. “It’s definitely had a posi-

tive impact on staff and students”. In re-

sponse to whether the extension to the 

school day has been helpful, he agreed, 

claiming “it’s much better as we have more 

learning time, which will mean higher 

grades in exams at the end of Year 11 and 

Year 13. Being in sixth form, we now have 

constant access to i250, which is really ben-

eficial as it’s a good research environment”.  

James is enjoying his role as Head Boy: “it’s a privilege to be trusted by my peers to 

be a voice for change”.  

Though the school “needs to keep improving, Grace College is definitely heading in 

the right direction” and within Sixth Form, the changes have been “well received - a 

fair representation of the student’s opinions”.  

James Johnston — Grace College Head Boy. 

 

 Year 7 Student Interview 

I also had the chance to speak with a student 

from Year 7, Nthembe Mulenga, and asked 

how she was settling in as a Grace College 

student. “It’s definitely a big change from pri-

mary school but it’s a nice experience”.  Re-

flecting upon the new addition of house com-

petitions in the school, Nthembe said she’s 

“thoroughly enjoying the green house assem-

blies, it’s really fun”. So far, this academic 

year, her lessons are “going really well, be-

cause there’s a good variation” and she’s ex-

cited to develop her skills.  

Nthembe Mulenga —  Year 7 Grace College 

 

“The general consensus I’ve received from students is that 

they’re happy about the changes which have been made and 

things are settling in fantastically.” 


