
 

 

w/e 6th September 2019 

 
A huge welcome back at the start of the school year and a particular welcome to Year 
7 students and Year 12 students who have joined the Sixth Form. It is great to have 
them join us as we commit to seeing each student flourish as an individual; each with 
unique potential who will use his or her talents to develop the school and benefit the 
wider community.  
 
The school’s results at GCSE and A level have shown a pleasing upward trend; 
student outcomes are definitely on the right trajectory. Congratulations! This is 
testimony to the diligent effort of many students, teachers and parents over many 
years – well done!   
 
Of the course, it was also exciting to see all the changes to the school’s facilities.  A 
number of changes have been made to the building, not least of which, is a change to 
the entrance of the school which now proudly reflects our new name - Grace College! 
 

In addition to the new reception, I am pleased to confirm that the work undertaken 
over the summer is now completed.  Students have been enjoying the revamped 
restaurant and an expanded dinner hall.  This area now features a connecting ramp 
creating a hugely increased seating area making the whole area much lighter and 
airier. The school site has also had additional fencing installed to streamline student 
movement and improve the general security.  Phase 1 in the school gym is complete 
with the installation of stage lighting, a sound system and video facilities for weekly 
house assemblies.  In October, bleacher style seating will be installed which can be 
drawn back enabling the PE department to make use of the gym during the rest of 
the day.  All of this will make the Assembly Hall a fantastic room for assemblies, small 
productions or concerts and lectures from visiting speakers or organisations. Across 
the school we have undertaken work to refresh public spaces and will shortly embark 
on an ongoing programme to upgrade teaching spaces - one classroom at a time.  
Significant investment has also been made to upgrade the IT network and computing 
capacity. A new network and upgraded servers were installed with the latest 
software and an industry standard WiFi has been installed which will enable a step 
shift in connectivity and reliability. 
 
Learning and engagement was noticeable this week. Walking around the school it 
was self-evident that students were keen to learn and eager to get stuck into lessons.  
After school clubs will commence soon so look out for a schedule of what is on offer 
which will be displayed around school, on our website and will also be emailed out. 



The start of term is a great time to try something new and we would like to 
encourage all students to try one of the various activities run by the PE department. 
Sport is not just good for health. Joining and being part of a team is key to a student’s 
all-round development. Our musical club offering is also being extended so students 
should sign up with Mr Miller to start learning an instrument if they are interested or 
to continue lessons if they did so last year. Musicians should also look out for the 
various ensembles and bands that will run this year. 
 
On Thursday 12 September we host our Year 11 Parents’ Evening where students 
and parents/carers have a chance to meet with teachers.  Students will make 
appointments for the Parents’ Evening, which will run between 3:45 and 6:45pm on 
Monday and Tuesday.  On arrival please collect a copy of the Year 10 Examination 
Results with revised targets and a copy of your son or daughter’s reflections on their 
Responsibility for Learning. 
 
In assemblies this week I spoke about being truly great friends and asked the student 
body to be the kind of people who would go the extra mile to help others especially 
those who might feel left out. Being kind and caring has always been a central 
concern to this school, which is echoed in the new name. The word grace, speaks of 
elegance and calmness. And it is our intention to have a school community which 
displays patience, generosity, courteousness and goodwill. We believe that grace 
speaks of inclusivity and welcome and signals that our school is a school for the 
whole community while also pointing to the Christian ethos that unites all school’s in 
the Emmanuel Schools Foundation. 
 
There is much we have planned for students this year so do check our weekly 
newsletter which will feature articles updating you on happenings of the week and 
will headline events to come. I look forward to meeting parents and carers in due 
course but if the need arises please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Regards 
 
Mr Mark Hall 
Principal 
  
  
 


